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his. road Unentertaining; but a poor 
devil of an author muft go on with 
the utmoft caution, — ^looking back- 
wards, and forwards, and fideways, and 
endways — and hath bufinefs enough 
on his hands, to keqp every thing 
tight together, that his work doth 
not .tumble to pieces,-— H<;. is. in truth, 
only the reader's pioneer, to clear all 
obftruftions, open his views, and ren- 
der his way cheerful,-;— 

As every advantage feems to be 
thrown ori the reader's fide, I muft, 
as an author, coritend, that there arc 
fome induljgen<;es due to us. — I do 
not prefume to hint, that we have the 
privilege of taking a nap, bctcaufe our 
reader hathj on the contrary, it is 
incumbent on us to keep his eyes 
open as long as poffible, as his fleep 
may be death to uss— but furely, while 

WG 
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'^e are *bufied in entertaining hinri, wc 
^nay be allowed a little recreation 
ourfelves,— and if a delicious mea- 
dow, or a tempting pibce of gtcen- 
'fward, lies by the road-fide, what 
literary code, is there, to prohibit our 
taking a eanter over it, though it lie * 
oiit of xhtftraight line of our jour- 
ney? — For niy own part, whenever' 
tHfe old horfe I ride hath a mind for 
a frilk, either to the right, or the 
left, I feel that I mud, arid will, in- 
vdulge hrs humour, in fpite of all the 
-canons of criticifm. — As long as it is ' 
•natural, they may fire and welconhe.— ^ 
— Now Jtrai^bf lines are, and ever* 
were, my avferflon.; — my writing- 
mafter could never tempt me when a "^ 
child, to ufc thefti-— they mUy fervc 
admirably' Well for rulers — walking- 
jfo'cks—OTalii^r mUy.pOlesi^ 

B 2 the 
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the line of beauty difavows them.— 
The French, it is true, lay out their 
road^ by them, becaufe their notions 
of liberty and property, allow them 
to cut through any thing, — but ours 
in this country, being more delicate 
on the fubjeft, it is by many curves 
—and windings — and pleafant turn- 
ings, that we get from town to town. 
—In fhort, Jiraight lines are now ab- 
folutely exploded, — they are not found 
to lead to the preferments of the 
world;— nor do hereditary virtues, or 
fortunes, run any longer in them ! 

— Every road from Berwick upon 
TwEEi? to Penzance, is zig-zag — 
every hiodern walk and plantation, 
zig-zagy — every avenue about court, 
zig'Zagy-^znd fo too are all our ideas; 

— nay, and what is much to be la- 
mented, io are all our lives too. — 

—And 
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—And this is that which frets their 
reverences fo much ; and will, to the 
end of time, furnilh us with new vo- 
lumes of fermons. — 

— However difgufting to the eye 
the Jiraigbt line may appear, yet any 
digreflion from it, which, after a little 
curve, reverts into it i becomes a 
pleafmg form s — and fhould digref- 
fions interfe6t the Jiraigbt line on the 
other fide alfo, the whole united, takes 
nearly the 'figure of Mercury's Ca^, 
duceus^ which is indifputably the true 
Jerpentine^ and the fineft model to 
write by; — and befides, being perfeft- 
ly antique^ you had better 'go to bed, . 
be you who you will, than open your 
mouth againft it.— 

— Having faid tlius much in fup- 

port of an author's privilege, and at 

die fame time, in favor of occafional 

B 3 digrejftons. 
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di^rejjionsy not only in my own work,? — 
but in any work> — or in every worky 
— I befeech the reader, (hould he 
chance to fee nme fet off on a fudden,. 
that he would not lialloo after me,, 
but that he will conclude, I am in 
purfuit of fomething for his ftrvice,— 
and confider that every writer knows^. 
or Ihpuld know, his way home,, and. 
is bound to take care of his owa. 
neck.— 

— And now, cqurteovs reader,. 
let us fet forward once more togedier.- 
—If thou really haft a claim to the 
appellation I haye given thee, thou- 
art juft the perfon I am looking for,, 
whenever I fet pen to paper : — but if,, 
on the contrary, thou h^fl rpfine^^ 
away thy power of being pl^afed ^— 
if diou canft facrifice thy feelings 
to rules,— and be out of humour at 

every 
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every Htde thing that may happen 
amifs — e'en let us feparate the firft 
ihort turning we come to; forlwpuld 
lllbt travel with thee, though thou 
Ihouldtt defray my cxpences to the 
wc^rM's end.— 
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running drefs, and marches off trf- 
un>pbant, — with a drum before her 
—and a mob at her heek !— 

But this is not half the buffilej for 
two Hoys are juft arrived from Lo^^- 
DOK, their decks covered with new 
comers, and all Margate running 
down . to the Pierhead to fee thtm 
land,— I doubt whether I am flout 
enough to run too, — but I wiH be 
amongft them as fail as I can walk.-*^ 
If I lean over this rail, I fhali fee them 
all come afliore, — 

Mercy on me ! — I think the whole 
city of London is aboard of (hip ! — 
fix! — eight !-^-tcn ! — ^twenty!— thirty ! 
-^fifty ! — fcventy !— I can never go on 
reckoning at this rate. — ^What ! — are 
all the (hops (hut up ? — 

—Or have you been all bit, good 
people ? — 

—Of 
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-t-Ojt ifrc you coit^ here to be iit ? 
.— The wind has been dreadfully 
;>gainft you the \«fhole way !—- 
. --r\V!hy> as faft as the bo^ts fill, 
the deck is covered ag^n with new 
faces that rile out of the hold !-t- 
There is.no. end of it l-r-l will pofitively 
cwnt no more,. — Nay, Jadies, you 
jieed not fay how fic^c you have been, 
—your Jooks will vouch for you.-^-^ 
A tedipu^ paflage,— high fca,-^ail 
the punips continually going;— and 
no room to ftir^ ej/en to the fliip's 
^e, on ^ecefiary calls— it is mon-> 
, ftroufly ixjcoAyenient 1 — but it is a party 
tftUafur4, wi that is enough.-^ 

Ha I— rWhat is your Worfeip comt 
do^n too?— and Madam? — and lip-» 
lie Mifs?-r-pray take care how yo« 
get up the fteps. — All for the water,, 
J fuppofe J— ']^lefs me,. an4 1 fee yonder 

your 
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THE RIDE. 

T GkOW weary of the travell6-^ 
who pefters one with every thing 
he fees; carrying his pen and ink, 
like an exci/emany ar hi^ button- hole, 
to minute down his obfo'vations on 
€Very gutter he crofles. — ^ There is 
fcarcely any confidfef^ble objeft, be- 
tween Shooter's Hill and Moxtnt 
wStna, which hath hot been defcribcd, 
well, or ill, by fome author or other 4 
— ^a hint ftfong enough to determine 
' me to defcribe nothing profeffedly, — 
but to travel and write in my own 
-way, which I can demoriftrate to be 
the very bed way yet hit x)n, and at- 
/tcnded with the lead fatigue 'to thofc 
-who travel with one. — 

—Whoever gives long,'orlabbu<»ed 

dcfcriptiohs, 
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dcfcriptions, loads his reader- witE x-^ 
quantity of maUer of faSt whicb lies 
a dead weight on his head, as he goes . 
on, and which nuny indeed have not 
a head to bear; — but by offering him 
no more than Sketches, his imagi- 
natioD ((hould the out-lines be judi- 
cioufly taken) is complimented, and- 
ftt at work.; bufied to fill up all the 
lights and ftades^ and give every part- 
it§ true, tooe of colouring.: — 

Wherever I turn my eye^ Nature, 
is the great ohje<3: it fixes on.-r-I catch 
all the little, incidents Ihc throws in 
my. way, — whether, they arife from, 
her filent Jcenes that folicit our ad- 
miration j. or from Yitx.iiSivtones.'Aizt. 
intereft our.paflions.-^This fteady at-« 
teptipn to. all her movcmeats,. readers 
my walks and my. rides, luxurious;—* 
I contemplate with delight the finv- 

plicity 
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ift flAittcs 6f g6ld> gave a glow to every 
thiftg around — dhe inmoft receffes of 
my brcaft felt its ^inrarmth.— 

I wonder, fays La Pier|ie, what 
they are doing juft now at Amiens ?— 

—Why undoubtedly clofing fuch a 
day as this with a dance.— 

— And dancing at Park, — and afr' 
Lyoks, — and in the plains of Lan- 
^uEDOc, — and along the Ihore of 
Marseille— and in the Moon too^ 
for any thing we know to the con- 
trary.—- 

Fivs lajoie — a cheerful lieart can 
never be a bad one ! — 

— The deuce take this poor fel- 
low's inquifitivencfs, for ftarting up 
all thefe ideas, for now that he has 
got me as far as Marseille, I am in 
the midft bf all Aeir bajiides and 
Orangeries, and all the glitter and per- 
fume 
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Tume of that enchanting coaftl^-ianjl 
I am daacing with them, under their 
mulberry -trees, to the tabour and 
pipci— ^od my ^ear is full of their little 
Iprightly airs, — and mf mind crowd* 
ed with a thoufand occurrences thac 
befel me there.— 

—Well, vive la joie encore i^^ 
and as memory, fays I, can ride poft 
at this rate, I'll often have a peep at 
you, and dance with you again, and 
again. — 

Thou art a happy, lively, lenfible 
people ! — ^Thy country teems with 
men of genius, who cultivate thofc 
arts which embellifti life$ and that 
cafe of manners which fweetcns fo- 
^iety! — when nature hath placed us 
fo near each other, I grieve we fhould 
i)e fo frequently foes ! — 

A plague on the paltry interefts of 
C 2 the 



die world! — that the catching a little 
fifli in another quarter of the globc,^ 
or a conteft for a little dominion, in 
a land of favages, fhould arm nation 
againft imtion, — make them fufpend all 
the graces of courtefjr, — and involve 
fuch legions of wretches in the com* 
plicated miferies of war !— 



THiE 



C " I 



THE OLD SERVANT. 

• 

^HE reflcfted light from the white 
cliffs of France, on which my 
eyes were fixed, made them appear to 
prefs forward on my fight 5 and while 
my imagination was taking a frilk 
from the Streights of Dover, to 
the Mediterranean, and dropping 
a fighj over political neceflity^— I 
found I had thrown the reins of my 
horfe on his neck, who had taken the 
advantage of my inattention, to pick 
up a little clover that grew by the 
way-fide.— 

—Nay,— if it be thy will, old com- 
panion, fays Ij e'en take the other 
bite ;r— the farmer will be never the 
poorer for the mouthful thou flialt 
cany away;— did he know thy good 
C 3 quali- 



qualities, he would let thee eat thy 
fill.— 

— I will not interrupt thy pleafura* 
blc momentsyr— lb prithee feed on.— • 
Long hav^ Iwifhed an oGcafion to re- 
cord thy deferts, thou faithful old 
fervant! — It now prefents itfelf,— 
and thou flialt have a page in my 
book> though it provoke the fneer of 
the critic— It is thy due, for thou; 
haft given me health. — ^FuU many a 
year haft thou journeyed with me, 
through the uneven ways of the world !: 
— We haye tugged up many a fteep 
hill,^ and borne the buffet of the tern- 
peft together !^ — I have had the labours 
of thy youth,, and thy age hath a. 
claim on me, which, while I have fix- 
pence in my pocket, I dare not re- 
fufe. — 

—Thou (halt not, when thy ftrength 
a 'is 
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is exhauffed,. be configned to poverty 
and toil !— or, as thou paffcft by my 
door, lafhcd on by fome unfeeling 
owner, look at me with the fevere eye 
of reproach !-— 

—Had THAT HAND, which fa- 
ffaioned us both, endued thy fpecies 
with the faculty of fpeech, in what 
bitternefs of heart would they com- 
plain of the ingratitude of ours L— 

—In the wide extent of the animal 
reign> there fcarce exifts an objeft 
from which man may not borrow 
fome ufeful hint;— thou, my trufty 
friend, haft offered me no inconfider- 
able one ;. — thou never aimedft to ap- 
pear what thou^ waft not; — a. fteady 
walk, or a cheerful trot, was all thou: 
attemptedft— nay, perhaps it was as 
much as thy mafter himfclf afpired to ; 
—and when remembrance Ihall be 
:^ C 4 weighing;, 



C 24 3 

weighing thy merits, the fcale fKaU:; 
turn in thy favx>r, when I refleft, that 
thou fcornedft to defert the path of 
»tf/«r^. for the perilous one of affeSta- 
Hon /— 

— Is it not owing to this, error, that 
fo many nags^ whom Providence had 
deftined. for the plougby or the Jhafty 
are daily provoking a horfe-laugb in; 
the world*, by awkwardly ftriving to. 
imitate the graces of the twrf^ or theL 
caprioles of the manage ?. 
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THE. STORY OF MARIANNE;. 

AS I devoted moft of my after- 
noons, to ClermonTj and his; 
family, — on calling in, this evening, I 
found Amelia had fent Marianne 
to the rooms, with fome young peor 
pie of her acquaintance. — I have al- 
moft been compelled,. fays. (he, to force 
her out ; — (he loves retirement much 
more than I wi(h her to do — I think 
her fpirits, though commonly very 
good, require fometimes the relaxa- 
tion of public fcenes, to divert them 
from the rdcoUeftion of domeftic 
events, which are every now and then 
painful to her. — And yet,, if it is not 
to accompany me, it is with the ut- 
moft difficulty I. can. prevail on her. 
to mix in the world. 

~Ibe~ 
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— I believe, in general, faid T, I 
dam, that young and ingenyous mii 
whofe expeftations of it have b 
Ibmewhat deceived, are not ea 
brought to be on good ternis i 
it again :^ — the hope of youth is 
3ent, and its fenfibility proportiona 
acute.— 

— I fear, indeed, returned Amei 
that fuch have been her impreffio 
and as fhe has a heart falhioned 
all the virtues of fociety, I moft e 
neftly wifti to fee them. efFaced.- 
know flie entertains the higheft c 
nion of you, and is much flattered 
the attention you have (hewn her;- 
few hints therefore from you,, wl 
opportunity offers, would,, I am p 
firaded, ha,ve great weight with her 
and as we are now alone, if my b 
ther will take up the news-paj 
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ancT fufpend his party for half ari' 
hour,. I will, add: a few particulars to 
the general idea I have given you 
.before, of her fituationj and fhe flialL 
know from me, that you are apprized: 
of the whole. — 

— When my much-loved friend, her 
mother, died, Ihe left only two chil- 
dren> — Marianne, who had then 
juft compleated her fixteenth year,, 
and her brother Edmuhd, who was. 
Aree-and-twenty j: — but fo oppofitc 
were their charadkers, that no one who 
knew them intimately, could have 
fuppofed they fprang from the fame 
parents, — She, all tendernefs and un- 
difguifed nature j-r-he,. a compound 
of artifice, and meannefs,, — guiding 
every adion by avarice and. intereft,. 
but varnilhing his deportment with fo^ 

much 
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much plaufibility, that his hypo-*- 
crify not only deceived the wgrld into* 
a favourable opinion of him, but im-- 
pofed on the heart of his filler, even* 
though (he fometimes doubted his* 
conduft. 

Though the father furvived his 
lady near four years, yet her lofs af- 
fefted him fo deeply, that his health; 
began to decline apace. — Edmund 
had fo induftrioufly praftifed on him 
all his affumed powers to pleafe, and. 
was befides on fuch excellent terms 
with himfclf, that he doubted not but 
his merits would inevitably intide him 
to the whole inheritance of his fa- 
ther's eftate; — andas a fiifter was a. 
very inconfiderable objeft in a family,, 
be conceived die trifling portion which 
would be allotted her, he might be: 

cafily 
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eafily able to pay off, by his proifcE- 
iion at the bar, which began now to 
be profitable to him. 

While Ed m u nd 's vanity was nourifli- 
ing thefe flattering ideas, the conduft 
of Marianne towards her father, was 
fuch as is the natural refult of the 
trueft affedion and duty.^-Whether 
his penetration ever contrafted the 
real charafters of his two children, 
we know not — he appeared to teftify 
an equd regard to both; — but in the 
difpofition of his affairs, which was 
communicated to no one till his deaths 
he afted differently from the gene- 
rality of parents'; who fuffer their 
pride totally to fubdue the feelings of 
nature, when, to aggrandize one child, 
they too often leave all the reft who 
have been equally the objefts of their 
tenderncfs, cither in a ftate of depen- 
dency. 
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tirrles, when he found opportunities 
that were, favourable, he would put 
on a dejefted air, — lament the concern 
he felt to part with the family eftate, 
—which he acquainted her he mull be 
under the neceffity of doing, from 
his inability to keep it up, with fuch 
a heavy charge as her fortune was, on 
it; which infinitely exceeded in pro- 
portion, the ufual difpofitions made 
to daughters, — that he had b^fides 
contrafted feveral large debts in his 
father's life-time, which would over- 
fttadow all his future purfuirs, — and 
in conclufion, that he faw no method 
by which he could be extricated from 
the many difficulties that prefled him, 
vmlefs Marianne would, from her af- 
feftion to him, relinquifli part of her 
claim,— He added, that no one was fo 
near to her> as hirafelf, — nor did his 

modcfty 
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modefly fcruple to hint, that half the 
fum his father had bequeathed her, 
would command whatever a reafonable 
woman could require. — 

Marianne, who knew that the 
exaft parfimony which direfted Ed- 
mund's condudt, by no means tallied 
with the declaration he had made 
concerning his private incumbrances, 
often felt the awkwardnefs of her 
fituationj — it ftartled— it embarrajQTed 
her ; — and her benevolence, ever more 
awake than her caution, prompted 
her one day, when he had renewed 
the fame fubjeft, to fay, in general 
terms, that a brother's happinefs could 
not but influence her's— that the ge- 
nerofity of her father had been his 
own free aft, and till the produftion 
of his will, totally unknown to her, 
— ^and that, fhould any event in life 
D 2 arife. 
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arife, in which Ihe could be inftrumen- 
tal to his welfare, he might reft fa- 
tisfied, fhe ftiould retain a difpofition 
of being fo. — 

— Avarice often defeats its own de- 
figns, by purfuing them with an ill- 
judged ardour! — this was Edmund's 
cafe, — who, conceiving that the kind 
avowal of his fifter would precipitate 
her int-o his ftratagem, thought it now 
a favourable crifis to produce a deed 
that he had prepared 5 — whereby, 
from motives of affedtion, fhe agreed, 
that in cafe his affairs fhould require 
it, to accept of five thoufand pounds 
for her fortune, in lieu of the ten 
thoufand, bequeathed her by her fa- 
ther;— he afFeded indeed to give a 
plaufible colour to the propofal, by 
faying, that it refted on events very 
remote — that moft probably he never 

fhould 
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Ihould ftand in need of it, — but only 
wiflied that the deed fhould remain as 
a mark of love between them.— 

Marianne inftantly faw through 
the defign^ and turned pale at the 
idea of its bafcnefo; — (he concealed 
however,, in fome nteafure, her indig- 
nation ; and with as much compofure 
as- Ihe could fummon, told Edmund, 
that his propofal was beyond her 
power to gratify; — and though you 
dignify it, fays fhe, with the appel- 
lation of a mark of love, yet believe 
me, brother, it is not only unworthy 
of you, but unworthy of me — it be- 
trays a total diffidence in my honour, 
by endeavouring to fetter, with, the 
obligations of law, any aft of affec- 
tion which ought only to be the refuk 
of inclination,— nor fhould compulfion 
D 3 ever 
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ever cfFe£t that in my heart, whicK- 
choice could not decide. — 

Edmund endeavoured to explain 
away the ill appearance of his defign, 
by wifliing her to think, it was only 
in confequence of the good inten- 
tions which fhe had teftified towards 
him; — and Marianne retiring, left 
him in full pofleffion of thofe feeU 
ings, which arife from the mifcarriage 
and detedtion of a diflionourable ac- 
tion.— 

As my young friend had been 
trained up by her deceafed mother, 
to look on me with the moft affec- 
tionate regard, ftie had accuftomed 
herfelf, on every occafion, to open her 
heart to me without referve. — I per- 
ceived how much it was diftrtfled by 
her brother's conduft; and having, 

immediately 
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fmrncdiately on her father's death, iif- 
vited her to the proteftion of my 
roof, I now faw many reafons to wi- 
fift on her accepting it without delay ; 
— which fhe accordingly foon did,-^ 
preferving at the fame time, all thofe 
appearances, which we both of us 
wiflied fliould (till be maintained. 

— ^I will not dwell longer on a cha- 
rafter which can only afford pain to 
a man of your turn of mind ; let mc 
only add, that Edmund had free ac- 
cefs to my houfe whenever he pleafed, 
and continued to be received, if not 
with confidence, yet always with at- 
tention ir— till an event arofe, which of 
neceflity precluded him from any fu- 
ture intercourfe with us. 

—Marianne's father had teftified 
a: particular regard to a young man 
of good family, of the name of Ster- 

D 4 LING^ 
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iiNGf, With fome of whofe rdatlon^,. 
be had been much connefted ; he had 
alfo fufficient intereft to introduce hini 
fo fortunately into the fervice of the 
East India Company, that by his 
abilities and good condudl, he was 
appointed to the command of a fhip, 
at a much earlier period than your^ 
men in general attain fuch promo- 
tion i and had, by. the time her father 
died, made one voyage as captain, 
with great credit and advantage to 
hiknfelf, and was on his return from 
his fecond. — 

The grateful fenfe he ever retained 
of her father's fervices, made Captain 
Steheing, when at home, a frequent 
vifitor at the houfej and it was 
about feven months before he return- 
ed from his fecond voyage, that he loft 
his friend and benefadtor.— As his fa- 

mily^ 
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inily and mine, had alfo enjoyed a* 
long intimacy, he was accuftomed to 
call on me often -, but I found his vi- 
fits now were more than ufually re^ 
pcated i and foon perceived there was 
a-perfon under my roof, that attrafted 
him more ftrongly than myfelf^ — I 
thought alfo, that the attachment was 
apparently reciprocal on the part of 
my young friend, — and I faw it with 
infinite pleafure— as I fmcerdy wilhed 
an union, which oa both fides bid fo 
fair for happinefs. 

Captain Sterling was about nine 
years older than Marianne; his fi- 
gure was pleafing and manly, — he 
poffeffcd great delicacy of fcntiment> 
— and was one who governed his life 
by the principles of the nicefl: honour ; 
—he was as much enamoured of her 
mind, as of her perfoh, — and his love 

was 
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was poflibly heightened by the idea 
of her being the daughter of a friend,, 
whofe kind offices he ever recoUedted 
with the warnieft gratitude. — 

Her afFeftion was founded on a ba- 
fis equally firm : — She had known him 
long } — fhe relpecled the amiablenefs 
of his charafter, — admired his cheerful,, 
open temper, — and regarded him as 
a proteftor and companion, with, 
whom fti€ could, hand in hand, fecure- 
ly tread the paths of future life. — It 
was a contradl, uncontaminated on 
either fide by interefti— and as their 
wills depended on themfelves, they 
had nothing but their own hearts to 
confult. — 

— There was only one obftacle, 
which prevented the immediate com- 
pletion of their wifhes:^— The reputa- 
tion that Captain Sterling had ac- 
quired 



[ 4J J 

€jnired among the DireStors^ had pro- 
cured him foon after his return, a no- 
mination to go out to Madrass and 
China, which is generally regarded as 
the moft lucrative ftation to be named 
tx),— and he was appointed to com- 
mand the Ingot, efteemed the fined 
ihip in the Company^s fervice. — As this 
was to be his laft voyage, and that 
which would compleat his fortune, 
there were many reafons to induce them 
to defer their intended marriage till 
his return, which would not exceed 
eighteen, or twenty months, and which 
is now in a few weeks expefted.— 

— I hope, fifter, fays Clermont, 
turning round, that you will foon re- 
leafe my friend, from the corner, 
where you have penned him up — I. 
am got within fight of the worm cakes 

and 
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and the anodyne necklaces-hut, howeve^r 
finifti your ftory* — 

— As this intended union, conti- 
nued Amelia, wore fo fair a face to 
thofe who moft wiftied its completion^ 
though it diiconccrted the fecret 
hopes which Edmund dill entertained 
of getting part of his filler's fortune, 
yet it precluded him from (hewing any 
difapprobation of it i^— he affefted to 
be greatly pleafcd, — and to the few> 
who knew him as well as I did, he even 
made himfelf ridiculous by his ov^r- 
afted fatisfa6i:ion>— though all this was 
put on but the better to conceal his 
defigns, which were as ill concerted, 
as they were bafe. 

— There is evermore, Madam,..faid 
I, a ftrange degree of weaknefs,. which 
accompanies thcadionsof bad men; 

and 
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^nd it often feems^ by this unguarded 
part of their conduft, that Providence 
makes them the inftruments of their 
own deteftion !— 

Your remark, replied Amelia, was 
fully juftified in Edmund, who, fome 
time after Captain Sterling's de- 
parture, began to fpeak of him in 
cooler terms than he was wont ; fre- 
quently throwing out in converfation 
with his fitter, — that the difpofitions 
of gentlemen trained to the fea, par- 
took much of the unfteadinefs of the 
clement they fail over; — that they 
were in reality as little to be relied 
on, being fond of forming attachments 
in every port;: — and after thus gradual* 
ly awakening her mind to diftruft, in- 
timated, under the fanftion of confi- 
dence, that he had reafon to believe 
there was one already fubfifting be- 
tween 
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twecn her admirer, and a Mifs Dak^ 
VERS, whom the Captain had taken 
out with him to Madrass; — that 
however unplcafant the talk was, his 
own fraternal afFtftion prompted him 
to hint thus much ; and to add, that 
the conftancy of his own fex could 
not be much boafted of; and that the 
woman who built her happinefs on the 
fidelity of a hufband, knew not to 
how flight a hold Ihe truftcd her 
peace. — 

This was probably juft the point 
his artifice led to, — his aim being 
firft to raife doubts of her love:r, the 
tranfition from which, to coolnefs, 
would by no means be unnatural,— 
and if her prefent engagement could 
be diverted, it was poffible, that dif- 
appointment might make her cautious 
of forming a fecond. — At all events^ 

it 



I 47 ] 

it was a chance in his favour ; — and I 
was much furprifed when ihe com- 
municated to me what had paffed, to 
perceive that Edmund had by his ad- 
drefs fo praftifed on her mind, as to 
have greatly daggered her in her opi- 
nion of Sterling. — Thefuppofed in- 
dignity difturbed her ; — and the good- 
nefs of her own heart, left her too 
unguarded againfl: the duplicity of her 
brother. 

I reprefented to Marianne, that 
the warmth of her afFeftion muft have 
betrayed her into this ill- founded 
alarm, and made her inattentive to 
the channel through which it was 
communicated i — that as to Mifs 
Dan VERS, I knew enough of her, to- 
tally to difcredit the illiberal fcandal, 
— that (he had a firft coufin at Ma- 
DRASS, who, having acquired a con- 

fiderablc 



I 4B 1 

liderable fortune, had folicited hen, 
and her nciother (who were his neareft 
relations) to come over, and fettle 
near him, — that the mother was ever 
deemed a fenfible, difcreet lady,— 
• and as this appeared to me, to be a 
moft injurious afperfion, I affured her, 
that I would, for our mutual fetisfac- 
tton, endeavour to trace it to its 
fource. 

— There being a fhip on the point of 
failing, which was deftined immedi- 
ately to Madrass, there was a chance 
of its reaching that place nearly as 
foon as the Ingot 5 whofe voyage thi- 
ther, muft have been retarded by 
her ftay at the ifland of Madeira* 
— I wrote therefore, to Captain Ster- 
ling; and in the moft delicate man* 
ner I could, told him the infinuations 
-that had been poured into Mari- 
anne's 
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AKTNjf s cars ; — that the high opinion 
^e * both entertained of his honour, 
ibrbade las to give credit to them ;— 
'but that I judged it proper to apprize 
him of the afperiion, that he might 
make my friend, who was the moll 
intcrefted about it, perfeftly eafy. 

My letter reached him at Ma~ 
•DRAS-s J and fortunately came to hand 
juft as an exprefs was about fetting 
-out, to come over-land to the Company ^ 
—by which he anfwered me in thofc 
ingenuous terms, which ever charac- 
terize innocehce. — He told me, that 
the infinuations I alluded to, were fo 
-unjuft, that he had forbore commu- 
■nicaring them to Mifs Danvers, 
whom he had conducted m fafety to 
her couHn, who had made him the 
moft generous acknowledgments; — 
that he doubted not but that this ma- 

Voi. II. E licious 
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licious artifice, originated from fome 
one, who wiflied to fow diflention be- 
tween him, and the object of his happi- 
nefsj — in confirmation of which, he-en- 

. clofed me a letter, binder the fignature 
of A ^rue Friendy which had reached 
him juft as he was failing from Ma- 
deira, — reflefting on Marianne, as 
being fond of every new admirer; and 
counfelling him not to preferve.his 
heart for a woman, whofc vanity 
fought for conqueft over many. — 
But I have written, added he, to af- 
fure her, that my reliance on her af- 
feftion, remains the fame; — and that 
this work of fome malevolent fpirit, 
would, I truft, as litde influence hcr's 
— as love can only live where confi- 
dence reigns; and it were impoffiWe 
that confidence and jealoufy could 

' exift together.— 

-:--"Shocking 



I 5t ] 

—Shocking as the idea was. Ma- 
t^iANNE and myfelf, after duly weigh- 
ing every circumftancc, had now no 
^doiibt, but that this intended mifchief 
>was the laft unhappy ftratagem of 
Edmund; nor did we long wait an 
^-opportunity, to tax him as the author 
•of a defign, which ftruck at the peace 
^ of lb many hearts. 

— However the pradice of well- 
iHudied hypocrify may enable a man 
to look a falfliood to the world, yet 
events unprepared for, may, by their 
fuddennefs, often furprife him into 
xonviftion ! — there is a language of 
nature imprcfled on the human coun- 
tenance, far more powerful than words ! ; 
—and when I produced him the 
anonymous letter fent to Madeira, 
^his features all bore witnefs agaihfl: a 
4ongue, that falterai in his own de- 
E d fence; — 
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fence; — he trembled — he changed co- 
lour, — the blood which before was 
wont to animate his cheek, flew in- 
flantly to his heart, and his heart, 
afliamed of it, dafhed it back into his 
face. — His confufed juftification but 
ftrengthened the proof — and he flood 
before us, a pitiable example to how 
abjeft a fituation a man may degrade 
himfelf, whofe mind is contaminated 
by bafenefs, and diflionour,— 

It was a fcene too painful to all, to 
be prolonged j I therefore immedi- 
ately clofed it, and leading Marianne 
out of the room, told him, that as 
he had fo efFeftually torn afunder 
every tie of affeftion he might have 
claimed in a fifter's heart, 1 now judged 
it neceflary, not only for her happi- 
nefs, but for her fafety, that he ihould 
have no future intercourfe with her j 

—and 
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— and I w^ compeHed to add^ that 
as long as ftie regarded me as her 
protedtrefs, my own roof would al- 
low him none. — 

Her fortune was foon after de- 
manded and paid, through my foli- 
citor, without any interview of the 
parties — and if a fhip, that is gone , 
out to India, hath met with the 
Ingot at the Cape, as it was expeded 
fhe would, Captain Stert^ing, who 
was no ftranger to fome of the cir- 
cumftances I have related, hath be- 
fore this time been fully informed of 
all that hath pafled fince.— - 

— 'Tis rarely now, that the name of 
Edmund is mentioned -, but I fear paft 
events ftill fometimes come acrofs her 
mind* — His conduft hath long extin- 
guifhed the emotions of afFedion— yet 
E J her 
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her fenfibility makes her feel for his 
loft honour.-— 

— The picture. Madam, faid 1, 
which you have drawn, prefents a 
charafter totally unworthy of dif- 
quieting the thoughts of your amiable 
friend — I wifti I could have fiifficient 
influence to efface the recolleftion of 
it,— Her fentiments, however, do cre- 
dit to her humanity — but it is in vain 
that we are folicitous for the honour 
of thofe, who have not virtue enough 
themfclves to be the guardians of their 
own reputation !— 



PLAIN 
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PLAIN TRUTH, 

T HOLD it expedient for our happi- 
nefs, fays Clermont (throwing the 
news^paper from* his hand) that we 
fliould fix our eyes, as we journey for- 
ward, on fuch charadters as fpread a 
fun-fhine over human life, and not 
on thofe dark ones that throw a gloom 
over it. — We had better, I think, 
lifter, confign the hero of your ftory 
to oblivion— or to the unenviable fo- 
ciety of fome of the dramatis perfonjey 
who have furnifhed paragraphs in the 
paper I have been reading. — 

" — -^ married gentleman ^ with a 
** large family , gone off to France with 
" bis young ward J' — 

— " ^wo capital forgeries in the 
'' cityr^ 

E4 ^'' Three 
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— " ^ree divorces Utigating in Uac^ 
** tors Commons J* — 

" And an elderly lady of fajhion 
^^ found in bed with her fojlilion" — 

Scandal enough in confcience for 
one Evening'poft ! 

— I would not willingly,, continued 
Clermont, believe the world to be 
one jot lefs virtuous, than it was thirty 
years ago, — but I am confident people 
formerly took greater pains, to conceal 
their vices -, and had at lead the merit 
of Handing more in awe of public cen- 
fure, which, by what I learn fince my 
return to England, hath now far lefs 
influence over their aftions..— 

Your obfervation, brother, replied 
Amelia, is but too juft,.— the indif- 
ference fhewn to it, and the counte- 
nance given to thofe, who have violated 

the 
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the decorums of fociety, muff Dn- 
doubtedly more forcibly ftrike you,, 
who have been fo many years abfent,. 
than it does us, who may have re- 
marked the progrefs of this evil. — 
The lady who helped the news-writer 
to the laft paragraph, will not pro- 
bably at her next rout, have one card=- 
tabie the lefs on the fojlillion's account i 
— nay, what will ftartle you more, — 
thofe who cenfure her moft, will be o£ 
her party i — great dinners — great af- 
femblies — or that happy innovation,. 
2i Sunday s night's concert -^xhou^ gi- 
ven by people whofe condu6t every 
one condemns — will draw together 
many, who one fhould think would 
blufh to be fcen at them ; — and I much 
fear, that the fafhionable careleflhefs 
which is fhewn in matters of this na- 
ture, while it refle(5ls but little credit 

on 
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on the prefent age, may, by its acam-i 
pie, be feverely felt in that which is to 
fucceed it. — 

Faith, Madam,refumed Clermont, 
with fome warmth, in my opinion, 
the countenancing thofe who are ca- 
pable of ill aftions, is but one re- 
move from committing them^i — fo- 
ciety is equally infulted. — I cannot, 
however, compliment you on the r^- 
fifiement of your manners, which feem 
more calculated to take off every re- 
Jiraint^ than to awaken any emulation ; 
— the next generation will owe you 
nothing for it.— If meritorious cha- 
rafters are, without difcrimination, le- 
velled with fuch, as have deviated from 
tfie paths of honour, in God's name 
what becomes of virtue ? — 

— That, returned Amelia, is but 
too often left to be its own reward^-^ 

and 
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and I truft, it will never want argu- 
ments to nnaintain its own confequence, 
whilft the reward It offers, is \h2xfenfe 
of confcious reSiitudey which the mind 
of man, however buoyed up by flat- 
tery and fafliion, can never long dif- 
penfe widi the want of. — 

— As it is much eafier to find fault 
with the world, than to mend it, I 
put an end to the conyerfation, by or- 
dering the backgammon-table into 
the room; — though I thought that 
my friend's ideas on the fubjeft, were 
replete with good Jenje and flain 
truth. 



TVi.^ 
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this dirappointment) Ihave no lefs 
than fix fets, and not one of either oT 
- the-volunnes at home. — Lady Fanny 
in the Rope-Walk, has been doWn 
twice herrelf after the Jecond^ — and 
two ladies on the Parade, are, I feat:, 
Jtfffonted at fending fo often, without 
obtaining it: — ^Inthe mean time, Ma- 
dam, I have the Toyshop at your 
-fervice, or '^I can fend you home 
now, THE delicate embarrass- 

♦ MENT* 

— I wifh from my heart, that this 
eager curiofity after the prefent chap- 
ter, be not fomewhat ftimulated by 
a little tinfture, compounded of a 
fmall portion of felf-fufficiency, and 
ill-nature, — which, however unwilling 
we are to own it, I fear moft of us 
carry about ; and which prompts us 
§ ^but 
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'bat too often, to divert ourfelvcs at 
another's expcnce. — 

— I am confident, that many will 
expeft to fee here a colleftion of por- 
traits drawn from real life— to find 
fome awkward minuet recorded, — or 
fame miftaken graces they may them- 
felves have recoUefted, and con- 
demned.— But whoever thou art, who 
turneft over this page, if fuch be thy 
expeflations, thou knoweft but littte 
of his difpofition who now is -writing 
it — My pen may ftigmatize vice and 
Folly j—rit may blame thefacrifice — but 
never fhall mark 7^^ votary. — 

— Was not 1 ingenuous enough to 
tell you beforehand, that this chapter 
would prove but an unfatisfaftory one ? 
— It could not be otherwife. — The 
fubjeft was in truth totally out of my 
way.— 

—Be 
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— Be 4b good. Madam, as to f ead 
the title of my book-— 

S K E T C H E S ^ 

:F RO M 

NATURE. 

—Who could ever dream of making 
any in a ball-room ? — 

—And fo my dear creatures you 
may all dance on, juft as you did be- 
fore.— 



THE 
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THE BAL^-ROOM. 

rjAVING, in the laft page, made 
a genteel bow to all maiden 
aunts, — goflipping dowagers, — and to 
the unneceflarily anqulGtive of bodi 
fexcs, — I will, with my reader's in- 
dulgence, offer an obfervation or two, 
that has frequently occurred to me 
in a ball-roon^ 

—I am fond of every amufen^nt 
that brings people together in cheer- 
fulnefs and good-humour.— Dancing 
is unqueftionably one of the number ^ 
r-it is enlivening, though from dif- 
ferent motives, both to youth, and 
age; — it gives a certain air and de- 
portment to the perfon who is well 
grounded in the art; and lets off the 
young, and the elegant, with great 

Vol, IL P advanuge 
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advantage to each other. — I was my- 
felf once a pu^il of Ae famous Mar- 
€\EL at Paris,^ thpugh no one who 
now views my curved and tingain fi- 
giip, would' fuppofe it.— My fpirits 
^however, arc to this moment always 
in thp dance.}— and my long legs have 
ftill fuch a propcnfity to be mpved 
%y the found of a fiddle, that in the 
corner where I was "ftationed laft 
nighty they would willingly have 
'kept pace with the tune, had not I 
perceived that my knees were beat- 
ing time, againft a certain part of a 
very fat lady before me, which lapped 
fix inches over them, and which (had 
there been a potTibility) I Ihould 
have truly rejoiced (he had left at 
home. — 

— I wifli, by the by, that in thea- 
tres, and other places of public re- 

forti 



[ 67 ] 

fort, where the proprietors are in- 
tcrcfted to place the benches, much 
clofer together than fuits the eafe of 
the fpeftator, a mafter of the ceremo^ 
nies was appointed j who, as people 
featcd thcmfclves, fliould take their 
altitudes, projeftions, and circum- 
ferences, and difpofe them in fuch a 
tnanner, that they might have no- 
thing to complain of, before, or be- 
hind, — 

— But to return to the dance. — 
I muft own I am rather forry to ob- 
lerve, that the Cotillon begins to be 
introduced into our balls. — How far 
more experience in thofe dances, may 
improve us in them, I know not ; 
but I have fcarcely as yet, feen the 
figure gone through without inter- 
ruption. — Befidcs, we feem to w;tnt 
F 2 that 
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that feftivity, and chat ^njouemenif 
which hath made me view ihem with 
io much pleafure in France. — Who- 
ever has attended to them> even 
in the Bois db Boulogne, au Saint 
Esprit^ or at any of the guinguettes 
about Paris, mud have remarked, 
that the foul diinccs with the bodyy and 
every feature of the face tells you it 
does. — 

Another objeftion to their coming 
Into public ufe here, is, that they 
occupy a very large fpace in a room, 
and employ but very few; fo that 
in a crowded affembly, the far great- 
er number muft be merely fpe6ta- 
tors, and the few who dance, be- 
come extremely diftingui(hed j — 
whilft the whimfical fteps, and high 
^ers, which are pradifed in our 

English 
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English Cotillow, fumifii more of 
a fpeHacle^ than many ladies may 
choofe to contribute to.— • 

—Our own country dances, have 
the peculiar advantage pf admitting a 
very large number to join in them. — 
I have feen them praftifed and ad* 
mired> in moft parts of Europe ; and 
they are in my ideaj infinitely better 
calculated to difplay, that elegant 
eafe of motion^ which has been fo 
properly termed fwimming in the 
dance I and which would inevitably 
be loft, fhould we apply to them, 
the theatrical fteps> which the pro* 
feifors of the Cotillon now teach. 

As dancing is an a£t of hila- 

rity^ I think in general, that we ap- 
pear to make too ferieus a bufincfi 
of it. — ^Thexxercife gives an impulfe 
to circulation^ — We may alfo allow 
F 3 fomc- 
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fbmething to the animation of mufic^ 
—•and far more to the animation of 
fentiment, haturaMy excited by being 
cpgaged in fo pleafirtg a famiJiarity, 
with the fex we nfioft wifh to appear 
favourably to; — and yet, in almoft 
every ball-room, hov«r many couple do 
wt fee joumeyifig down a dance, with 
{\}ch ferious coiintdnances, as if they 
were rather toiling through a pennance 
impofed them, than engaged in a 
voluntary amufement!— 

— It is certainly being uhdefirably 
philofophical, to feel pkafure, with- 
out exprefling it,— 

— Nothing is more calculated than 
the Minuet, to (hew an elegant figure 
to advantage ;— it is the art of mov- 
ing with grace and eafe, — but to 
dance in that degree of tafte, as to 
command admiration, requires early 

inftrudtion. 
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nice ear^ fuperadckd to many pier*^ 
fonal endowments. — ^As greatly to ex-^ 
eel thencforc,. in this accompliflimeilt, 
ean happen but to few^ a moderate 
knowledge of it may be difpenfcd 
with, and attended to;— but it would 
be hx better declined by the many, 
who attempt it, without any of the re- 
quilites. 

— Ads, which arc the efforts of 
graee^ ought to be gracefully per- 
formed I — And as there is fbme pathy 
cw other, in which every one may 
walk with propriety and fuccefs, it 
is a fad miftake, when we place our* 
felve&y unneceflkrily, in fuch con- 
fpicuous fituations, as we are totally 
unfuitcd to appear in. — 

When difcord agitated the aflembly 
F4 pf 
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THE INDIA-MEN. 

T A ViziELtre hath ib much vivacky, 
blended with fo much natural 
Gourtefy, — and poflcflcs bcfides, fi> 
(Irong a difpofition to thrufl himfelf 
into every place where intelligence is 
to be procured, that nothing is ftir- 
ring from one end of Margate ta 
the other, that doth not come to his 
knowledge. — He is never without a 
bouquet in his bofom, which he pre- 
fents to the fir(^ file de ehambre of his 
acquaintance that he meets j — his 
great pride is to be admitted to their 
tea-tables j and his eafy, happy fpirits, 
make him perfeftly at home, where- 
ever he goes. — 

— The poor fellow could hardly 

make ^my coffee at breakfaft, with- 

8 out 



[ 75 ] 

out burning his fingers, from his- 
impatience to tcU me, thit he had' 
been down on the Pier to fee two 
Indta-mb», ^hifch were lying off the 
town, and had connteto an anchor the 
preceding evenings — pulling, at the 
fame time, from his jacket-pocket, i 
fqucezcd-up filk handkerchief, to fhew 
me, which he had bought from fomc 
one who had been aboard. 

— Pray have you inquired, faid I^ 
whether 

O out J Monfieur^ vous voulei^ (Rre 

What would you anfwer my qucf-* 
tfon before you know it ? — 

—No, Sir; but I fuppofed you was- 
going to afk, if either of thcfe was 
the Ingot— fo I ran down to the 
circulating library, to get their names,, 
•^and Monfteur Hall tells me, that 
the Ingot is expcdted to be in the 

Downs 
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to meet their friends on board, cover- 
ed the fine blue furface with a nnulti- 
tude of little fails. — 

— A (hip that hath traverfed the 
globe, and cut her paflage through a 
world of watef s, that, after fuftaining 
a variety of climates, and all the 
conflifts of oppofing elements, ar- 
rives at laft at her deflined port, hath 
ever appeared to me as an objcft 
which conveys an infinite pleafure to 
the mind ! — I cannot but refleft, that 
.levery Being Ihe brings back, {land- 
ing in one, or other of the relations 
of hufband, parent, fon, or friend,— 
hath many hearts that anxioufly beat 
for his return, — many eyes that wait 
with eagernefs to catch the firft look, 
—and ears that impatiently long to 
know, how the fad interval of ab- 
sence hath paffed away ! — ^When the 

imagination 
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imagination multiplies this, by the 
number that forms the complement 
of a large fhip, it views all the ten- 
dercft affeftions of the foul, fct afloat- 
by her fafe arrivafl 1— 

*— Whilft benevokm^e contemplates 
fuch a vifionary fcene, the viciffitudes 
t)f life induce our humanity to oflfer 
up a filcnt wifti, — that no tale of woe 
may remain to be unfolded, whole dir 
ftrefs (hall overcloud the fun-fliine, or 
blaft the happy expeftations that hqpc 
hath cherifhedi-— 



THE 



ir, a baodfiil diiittx DC^igtCj ti< 

i]fi whfa green nbtniid, and a hat d 

coratcdwhh ribband, of die fame c 

lour. — As I fat down by her, (he a 

Ibmcd a fhcd^ though there was a pe 

fiveneis on her brow ; yet at die fkt 

time, dicre appeared fo much fimfe ai 

diaradcr in her countenance, as cov 

not but intereft whoever approach 

bar. — ^I conoplimemed her on the ; 

jvnl of the ihips, diat were then ] 

ing full in our view, and on the w 

come news they had braogb^ of i 

Ingot's being fb near home. — ^I m 

it indeed, fhe replied, as a ciicu 

fbmce of real joyj — nor oi^ht I 

figh, if the padi of life I have tn 

deo, hath been uneven, prorided 

leads to happinefs at laft. — 

—And what better tenninad 
I, can the finootheft conduft 

toi 
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to? — It is no unplcafing idea, which 
ibme have enteftained> that every one 
hath a guardian /pint hovering near, 
whofe friendly office it is, to give us 
^c convoy through all the difficult 
ties which lie acrois our way, and to 
fupport us under the fevereft trials. 
—Why may we not conceive this 
imaginary exiftence to be Hope ?— 
We cannot, I am fore, truft to a fafcr 
guide, nor wi(h, in the hours of ad* 
verfe fortune, to be led forward by 
the hand of a more cheering com- 
panion.— 

But prithee, mjr gentle lady, what 
thorn hith been rankling in thy poor 
little boforil ?— ^Thou haft hit, per- 
haps^ upon fbme melancholy page 
of life, and turned down the leaf to 
ruminate on it. — ^Who meets not with 
G 2 it ?— 
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immcnfc work of creation^ is continu- 
ally railing up others, who have breaft& 
that glow with virtuous fentim€nts> 
where congenial hearts may fccurely 
repofe.^ii- 

Believe me, Marianne, it hath 
only been by viewing events on the 
favourable fide, that I have myielf 
borne fo well the buffets of fortune.^— 
For I have alfo, among my own fa- 
mily piftures, fome abominable origi- 
nals r^and fuch terrible, Jirong likenef- 
Jes too, that out of humanity, I keep 
a curtain over them. — 

—I verily think, in the difpoGtion 
I then was, that to divert her ideas, I 
(hould have pulled it a little afide, to 
have given her a peep at one, or two 
of them, — had we not been interrupted 
by three or four ladies of our acquain- 
tance, who were come up with their 

glafles 
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glafles in their hands^ to take a view 
of the new-arrived India-men, and 
immediately joined us at our bench. — 
I believe Marianne wiflied them, 
juft at this time, any where elfe j— but 
they faved me the pain of uncovering 
a fingle portrait, and fully anfwered 
the fame purpofe: — For among the 
many advantages that attend perfcdt 
good-breeding, there is one, that hath 
never been enumerated, though far 
from being the leaftj — and that is, the 
relief which the mind, when under 
any depreffion, receives upon the fud- 
den intrufion of company, by finding 
itfelf compelled to beftow on another, 
that attention, which would otherwife 
be rivettcd to its own fituation*— 



G4 THE 
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one ! — The fimplicity of his charader^ 
made him daily meet with fome fan- 
cied diftrefs, which, to another^ who 
was more hackneyed in the ways 
of mankind, would only have paffed 
among the common occurrences of 
life; — though, to fay truth, nothing 
fat long on his mind; a deep figh 
or two blew off the load, and a 
whiftle, or a fong, which foon fol- 
lowed, obliterated evpry trace of its 
weight. — It chanced, however, that I 
got to my lodgings foon after his re- 
turn from the India-man, and before 
cither the figh, or the tune was conne 
tx> his aid, or had effaced the firft 
impreffion of his prefent grievance; 
which was fufficicntly apparent in La 
Pierre's countenance, that was at all 
times an index to his bofom, and 
like a well-printed fliop-bill, notified 

every 
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every concern his heart had to dif- 
pofc of» — The mormng which had 
promiied fo much fatisfadtion^ had 
been over-clouded with circumftance$> 
both unlooked for> and unpleafant* 
— ^As the poor fellow's pride was to 
be as fmart as poffible^ whenever any 
females were to be of his party ; vp. 
gallanting one of them into the 
boat> at the Parade flairs^ he unfortu^ 
nacely ilipt almoft up to his knees in 
the muddy water, and quite disfi- 
gured his white filk ftockings.— 
This was an event which might have 
difconcertcd a better French philo- 
fopher than La Pierre, and was but 
a prologue to worfe difafters ; — for a 
frefh breeze Ipringing up, when they 
had got about a mile from the fhore> 
the tpfling of the waves fo difturbed 
his empty ftomach, as to make him 

wretchedly 
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wretchedly lick, till he got aboard 
the India-man ; — the civilky of every 
one there, made him foon forget what 
he had fufFered;— he purchafed the 
little trifles he wifhed; — and would 
have returned to fliore perfectly fick, 
and happy again, had not fome cuf^ 
tom-houfe officers hailed the boat, 
and ftripped from him, and his party, 
the poor fix-penny cargoes they had 
been fo far to fetch 5 — nor was this 
all — for they took away befides the 
new India ftlk handkerchief he had 
bought in the morning, and which, 
in his hurry to fet off, he had forgot 
to put out of his pocket. — 

^els mijerailes ! cries La Pierre 
^-^qufls barbares /— 

—That, fays I, — and fending them 
to the devil in good French-, is all 
you have for it,— - 

—Why, 



C 93 ] 

— Why, what do you think. Sir/ 
added he, the king can get by his 
duty on a couple of India Fans, that 
his people are fo watchful for his in- 
tereft ? 

That is a qucftion, returned I, that 
might have puzzled the calculations 
of your countrymanj De MorvRE,-— 
but confidering the number of hands- 
it rubs againft, before it reaches the 
ExcbequeVy I fhould conceive his net 
profit could not exceed the four hun- 
dredth and feventy-third part of one 
of your liards. — I am an avowed 
enemy to all counterband dealings,—* 
as well as to all the little dirty infb- 
lence of oflicc— but if you had not 
•been a novice in thefe matters, you 
might have obtained an eafier folu- 
^ion to your qucftion, by offering 4 

reftitution 
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T(fiitutim feey and fo purchafeig your 
fans a fccond time.— 

Mon Dieu! esfclaims La Pierre, 
vrhat offer a bribe^ Sir, to a king's 
fervant ? — 

Ah! four 4:ela, miy or to aking^s 
wiftrefe, — or to a king's any diing— 
only give it a different name. — Mo- 
dern language hatk made it palata^ 
He to all ranks, under the idea of 
aeknowledgfneniy or attention ; — as the 
difguf^ful ingredients of an apothe- 
cary's vial, are fwallowed without re- 
ludance, when the label denotes it to 
ht a £ordiai mixtUre.^-^ 

Now as this cordial mixture muft, 
like ^1 other cordials,, be adrhinifter- 
^ for various purpofes,-^^as alio to 
various eonftitutions, — and be i^ 
tempered, as ta aft either as j, Jiimu- 

lator. 
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later J or Jopmfic^ as occalion may re- 
quire, — ' it is expedient, that it be al- 
ways judicioufly applied; and, when 
well adapted to the ilomach that is 
to receive it, can very rarely fail of 
infuring fuccefs. — 

—No one better underdood how to 
manage a bribe artfully, or to tamper 
with the paflions, than the Abbi 
Frontin. ~ He was, perhaps, too 
much addidted topleafure,and intrigue, 
but had much wit, and infinite good- 
humour j— he poffeffed a prcfence of 
mind, equal to any emergency i and 
was fo happy in hi& addrefs, as to be 
almoft irrefiftible.— 

— By the by, I have never gone 
into the church of Saint Sulpice at 
Paris, without lamenting, that he 
Ihould lie there without having even 
a ftofte of two feet fquare to record 
^ his 
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hia memory, who had talents ib fu- . 
perior to the herd oi AhhtSy who lit- ^ 
tcr the Boulevards and theTnuiLLE- 
RiES, and have nothing but their black 
cloaks to diftinguifli theni,— 

— Madame de Chateaurouge was 
arrived at that period of life, when 
ladies in France turn divates^ and 
confine all {heir favours within the 
pale of the church. — Sainte Theresb 
obferves, in fome of her viGonary com- 
pofitions, that women muft occa- 
fionally tranfplant their afFedtions;— 
and thus it is, that French faints 
ufually take the leavings of French 
Jinners. — 

This lady had taken a pretty long 
time to fettle her confciencej — and 
there remained fome points of reform 
yet unadjufted, when fhe called in 
to her afliftance ih^ Abbi Frontin, 

who 
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who very foon became her intimate 
attendant, accompanied her frequent- 
ly to mafs, was conftantly of all her 
parties, read to her in her clofet, and 
'aired with her in the Bois de Bou- 
logne. 

It chanced one fummer^s after- 
noon, that Madame de Chateau- 
rouge, after her coffee, had retired 
into an apartment which looked into 
the garden, to enjoy the frefli air, 
and the fragrance of a little orangery, 
that was difpofed in a fcmicircle be- 
fore the windows, which were thrown 
open, — As the fun ftill fliot obliquely 
into the room, the green luftring 
curtains were dropped, to give a 
more pleafing tone of light, — The 
AbVi was fcated by her on a fophaj 
and, at her requcft, was entertain- 
ing her with a new piece of CREBit- 

VOL^II. H LON, 
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LON^ called Les egarements du Caur $t de 
VEfprit, which hadjuft then appear « 
cd, and had much excited the curiofity 
of the public. — 

— I leave it to thofe who are fond 
of inveftigating caufes and eflfefts, 
to find out how it came to pafs that 
Madame de Chateaurougi^ as the 
^.^/^ >proceeded in the work, with 
emphafis, and fpirit, had infenfibly 
reclined her head on his flioulder, 
whilft the Abbe^ holding the book in 
his right hand, had inadvertently 
dropped his left arm, acrofs her lap. 
—The cenforious, may mifinterprec 
the pofition they fat in — the candid, 
attribute it to accident, or the wea- 
ther—and people of a fentimental 
turn, may afcribe it merely to the 
having their attention abforbed in the 
novel, and to the ingenuity of the 

witer 
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writer in thus interefting the paf- 
fions, — It is my province only to fay 
the faft was as related j and a little 
guft of air on a fudden fwelling the 
curtains, the leads on its ccffation 
faHing againft the wainfcot, gave 
three or four repeated raps, — which 
being heard by Grison, the old maltre 
d^Hotel^ who was fettling the houfe- 
book in the next room, and who, 
miftaking thefe raps for a method, 
which his lady (who was a little lame 
and unwieldy) fometimcs ufed, to 
fummon him with her crutched ftick, 
when flic fat at a diftance from the 
bell, gently opened the door, and con^- 
ceiving immediately, by one glance, 
that he could not be wanted, — in* 
ftantly (hut it again as gently, — and 
fat himfclf down very compofedly, 
to his accounts, — for he had lived 
H 2 long 
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long enough in the family to have 
the fagacity of knowing, when he 
ought to fee, — and when not.— 

The Jbti, who had juft caught a 
^limpfc of the ntaitre d' hotel as he 
peeped in, thought it advifeable to 
fecurc his intereft; — and as foon as 
the ftory was at a full ftop, laid down 
his book, and walked into the ad« 
joining room where Grison was,— 
who hearing fomebody ftep towards 
the door, threw himfclf againft the 
back of the chair, and reclining his 
head on his hand, with his elbow on 
the table, pretended to be found 
afleep. 

The yim, who, as I hinted be- 
fore, was never on any occafion in 
the fraallcft degree embarrafled, knew, 
by appearances, that he was fure of 
his man i and gently laying a Louis d'cr 

on 
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on each of his eyelids, faid, with a 
tone of pleafantry, ^^ there arc none 
** who fee fo litde as thofe whofe eyes 
^'zxtwellclojedr--' 

— " True, Sir/' replied Grison,— 
^* and if you will flip another be- 
^* tween nmy lips, you will be certain 
** to make me dumhy as well as 
« blindr—^ 

— This fellow would have made an 
admirable Revenue officer, — 

— In any place where no duty wa$ 
expeded. 



H 3 NATURE. 
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NATURE. 

TTTHOEVER hath paffed any 
' ^ length of time at thefc places of 
public refort, by the fea-fidc, muft 
have remarked that there is conftantly 
a flux and reflux of the company who 
frequent them; and that the fhores 
have their revolutions and changes, 
as well as the element that flows 
along their fides. — I often, as I pace 
up and down the Parade, mifs faces 
I have been accuftomed to meet in 
my daily walks, and am ftared at by 
others that are totally new to me— 
nor is it a fmall pleafure to me, who ^ 
am looking after Nature at every 
fl:ep, to obfcrve features tinged with 

th€ 
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the hue 6( returning health, which a 
few weeks before I had fcen ovcrcaft 
with languor; and linpibs beginnjng 
to move with freedom, which were 
lately contrafted by pain and dif* 
cafe,— 

As I have before convinced nny 
readers of#the benefit oi Jmelling the 
Jea-mudy io thefe occurrences con- 
vince me of the benefit of ufing fea- 
water. — As an added proof of its effi- 
cacy, I popped yefterday on the fat 
lady in the Brunfwick^ whom I before 
mentioned as being fo lame, and un- 
wieldy, and whom I had given over 
as incurable, when fhe was helped 
down the fide of the Hoy, — I was 
perfe<ftty amazed to fee the briflc^iefs 
of her air, and her round, laughing 
countenance, half buried in a French 
H 4- night- 
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night-cap; — and though Ihc ftill re- 
tains a confiderable hitch in her gait ^ 
yet ihe walked with no other aid than 
a lady's arm^ on which ibe reclined, 
and one of Mr. Hall's paftoral twined 
crooks J which no female of any tafte 
can appear without. — Even my own 
lean carcafe, though Ineidicr inten^ 
tionally Jmell the mudy nor ever come 
in contaft with the water, is both 
ftrengthened and plumped up by the 
fea-air, — and my weak conftitution, 
which has, for two volumes, been fo 
great a plague to the reader, and for 
many a year, a far greater one, to 
me, is from the fame caufe fo much 
ftrengthened, that I have but even 
now, with eighty or ninety long ftrides, 
mounted up to the Fort, without a 
fingle halt to fetch breath.— 

—How 
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— How Tweet is thy return, Q 
Health! thou rofy cherub! — my 
foul leaps forward to meet thee, whofe 
true value thy abfence can only teach 
us ! — When thou comeft, with beaU 
ing on thy wings j when every part, and 
nerve, and artery, are obedient tq 
their ofBce; and when this compli- 
cated machine is fo perfeftly har- 
monized, that we perceive not that 
we have any part, or nerve, or artery, 
belonging to us, how fweetly is the 
mind then attuned to receive pleafure 
from every inlet of fenfe 1 

—God of my life ! who numbereft 
my days, teach me to meet with 
gratitude, or patience, the good, or 
ill, which in the tide of time (hall float 
down with them ! — but never with- 
draw from me thofe native fpirits^ 

which 
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attained their limited perfeSion^ ap- 
proach toward a flow> but a fure de^ 
cline.— 

The pride of a potent monarch 
may be gratified, in erefting fome 
magnificent temple to his god 5 — he 
may perpetuate the remembrance of 
his anceftors, by fuperb maufoleums ; 

— he may command the daring py- 
ramid to Ihoot upward to the (kies; 

— may infcribe his viftories on the 
trophied column, — or regifter his 
triumphs on the fculptured arch ! 

— But even though no accident 
(hould abridge their duration, — yet 
the revolving feafbns foon fully their 
beauty ; — and the filent power of 
Time gradually Ihakes their founda- 
tions; and at laft levels them with 
the duft. — While thy works, O Na- 
ture, remain uninjured; — • ever 

changing. 
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changing, and ever reviving, thou 
Ihineft unconfcious of decay! — ftill 
bright in it mortal youth ! — 

And yet more lovely far doft 
Thou appear, when Thou command- 
eft our attention in thy aSive Jcenesy 
and beameft from the mind with all 
thofe irradiations of Virtue, Ho- 
nour, and Benevolence, which dig- 
nify humanity, — Thefe may be deem- 
ed the fun-Jhine of the moral world! 
— that warms, — that brings forward, 
—and ripens the foul to perfeftion ! 
— And if fometimes, in contemplat- 
ing the pidtures of real life, one fees 
with pain the canvafs darkened with 
worthlefs charafters, they fhould be 
viewed but as deep fliades, which, 
however they may interrupt thy na- 
tive brightnefs, yet by their contraft 
6 more 
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THE STORY OF THE 
TWO SISTERS. 

^OWARDS the end of thofc 
troublefome times, when E-nc- 
LAND was fhaken by the feuds of the 
houfes of York and Lan^c aster, 
there refided, in a village near the banks 
of the Medway, a gentleman, whofe 
name was Geoffry de Sain-t Clair, 
defcended from a family of great an- 
tiquity and repute in thofe parts.— 
The many launces, and pieces of ar- 
mour, that hung round the old hall^ 
did not render it more refpeftable, 
than did the unbounded benevolence 
of its prefcnt poffefTor. — The poor fat 
at his gate, and blefTed his liberal 
hand; and never a pilgrim repofed in 
his porch, without remembering, in 
ihis xnrifens^ its hoQ>iuble owaer. 

5ajnt 
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^AiNT CiAiR had allied himfelf in 
marriage with the Lady Margaret 
^B B0YS3 a woman of high birth, and 
rare cndowments.5 whofc accomplilh- 
ments nnight have ennbellifhed the 
:greateft fcenes, had not a love of do- 
meftic life, and a reli^eus caft of 
mind, induced her to prefer retire- 
ment.— All her leilure hours, which 
her family did not call for, were fpeat 
in duties, which, in that age, ladies 
of the nobleft rank exercifed, without 
thinking they demeaned their fta** 
tions J— fhe relieved the indigent,— 
advifcd with the unfortunate, — vifitcd 
the flck, — - and brought up her STwin 
Daughters, Frances and Is abeli. a, in 
the fame fentiments j — accuftoming 
them very early, to attend upon her 
in all thofe a6b of primitive piety.— 
As tbefe young ladies were the folc 
J 2 iflue 



iflbe of Saint Clair and Lady MaH- 
GARBT, they devoted their whole at- 
tention to their education; and had 
the comfort to find in their minds, fo 
rich a foil, that every thing profpered 
which was planted in them :— no ufc- 
ful knowledge was omitted^ — no ex- 
ternal accoraplithment neglefted. — 
., Frances and Isabella were now 
- arrived at the age of twenty-five. — 
The amiablenefs of their charafters, 
their enlarged underftandings, and 
the graccfulncfs of their perfons, won 
the admiration 'and eftecm of all who 
approached them. — They had, from 
fimilitude of manners, and fentiment, 
contrafted fuch a rare afFeftion for 
each other, that it feemed as if Na- 
ture, by forming them together in 
the womb, had prepared them for 
ithat extraordinary union, which was 

to 
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to diftrnguilh their lives, — and for. 
thoie effufions of elevated fricndfhip, 
which the loft of their, exemplary 
mother was one day to call forth. 
Nor was this event very remote; 
Lady Margaret was feized by a 
fudden illnefs, which, in a few days, 
carried her off, and defolated one oC 
the happieft families in the world. — 

It would be difficult to defcribe 
the founds of woe, which, on this 
occafion, echoed through all the 
manfion, or the fighs of the difcon- 
folate poor, under the windows. — 
The grief of Saint Clair, after the 
many years of uninterrupted happi- 
nefs that he had enjoyed with Lady 
Margaret, in its firft attack, almoft 
<Dverpowered his reafonj —whilft Fran- 
ces and Isabella had the weight of a 
father's forrpw added to their own.; 
1 3 which 
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which compelled dicm to finothcp 
their feelings, great as they were,, 
and to aflume a fortitude their hearts, 
difavowed,— 

— ^Lovely mourners !— more lovely 
in your tears ! — Fancy piftures you be- 
fore me, bathed in filial Ibrrowy— (land- 
a,ng by and fupporting your diftradted 
parent — ftriving in vain to tear hini 
from the coffin, which he will not fuf- 
fer his fervants to clofe, ftill demand- 
ing in wild utterance,, again, and again 
'-^sne loft — UJi look! — 

— Hcavcna! — how fevere adiftrefs ! 
— ^If any reader hath been in a fi- 
tuation, to a(k for a laji look of whai 
is moft dear to him, — and what he ii 
going to be deprived of for ever— 
he alone can beft judge how mucl 
that bofom agonizes, that urges th< 
requcft!— ' 

Thougf 
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Though Sait^t Clair called in 
aid all his philofophy, to fupport him- 
felf under the lofs of his beloved 
Lady Margaret, yet he was worn, 
by a filent forrow, which had fo vifi- 
ble an effedt on his health, as to me- 
nace his life s and which, in about a 
year, put an end to it. — 

In this mournful interval, the 
greateft comfort his dejefted daugh- 
ters received, was, from the frequent 
vifits of their uncle, John de Saint 
Clair — who was at that, time Abbot 
of the monaftery of Saint Augustin, 
in Canterbury; of which place there 
are, at this day, fuch noble remains 
cxifting. — He was the younger bro- 
ther of Geoffry, though there was but 
the difference of a year between them ; 
and was reputed to be a man of fo 
much learning and virtue, that Saint 
I 4 Clair> 
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Clair, by his will, recommended his 
children to his care and protedtion.; 
bequeathing to each of them, a very 
large inheritance*. — 

—The 

• The ingenious Mr. Battely, in his ad- 
dition to SoMN£R, has given us a fuccenion 
of the Abbots of Saint August in, from 
the year 598, down to the Reformation; ex- 
tradled chiefly from Thorn, who was himfelf 
a Monk of that foundation. — But Thorn's 
Chronicle coming no lower than 1419, the 
names of the Abbots from that period, are 
coUefted, as Mr. Battel y tel!s us, from a 
manufcript relating to the monallcry, and are 
given without dates. 

We do not find the came of John de 
Saint Clair in the lift; but about the 
time alluded to, in the Lou vain Manufcript ^ 
mention is made of John the Abbot, 
without the addition of his family name; 
and fo doubtful is it, who this John was, that 
fome bad fuppofed it to be JoHit Dunstar, 

Prior 



. • — The manner in which Frances 
had been brought up, added to her 
natural turn of mind, and the exam- 
ple of a mother (he fa much revered, 
determined her to a life of religious 
retirement; — and a great convent of 
Benedictine Nuns, not very dif- 
tant from Feversham, happening, a 
few months after, to lofe their prin- 
cipal (who was always one of a con- 

Prior of Bath; who^ Mr. Eattely adds, 
. died the greateft part of a century before^ 
tJiat is, in 141 2.— 

It is to be lamented, that monaflic anti- 
quities are fo often ovcr-fhadowed by fuch a 
cloud of uncertainty:— but the ftory of the 
Sisters feems to clear up the doubt, of who 
this John the Abbot was; and may diC 
pofe the Antiquarian, to reinilate John de 
Saint Clair, in the high dignity^ he is 
faid to have formerly enjoyed.— 

fiderable 
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" down to all thofe rules, which muft 
" of courfe be impofed on youj — my 
" liberty remains 5 — we (hall have 
" conftant opportunities of continu- 
" ing that intercourfe of love, our 
** hearts fo mutually defire.— It wtU 
*^ be the higheft plcafure to me, to 
" fee you united to a man worthy 
*' your choice; — prefervingin our fa- 
*^ ther*s caftle, that hofpitality^ few 
" which it hath fo long been famed ; 
^* — and whenever you fhall wifh to 
" make a fhort retreat from the buf. 
** tie of the world, our holy houfc 
" will afford you a peaceable afy- 
" lum."— 

— It was not but with great diffi- 
culty, nor even till much time after, 
that, by the repeated felicitations of 
Frances, and her uncle, Isabella 
was prevailed on to . relinquifli en- 
tirely, 
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tif ely, her intentions of entering on a 
monadic life. — She refided for fonne 
time, in her father's venerable old 
maniion on the Medway, accompa- 
nied by a widowed aiint^ her father's 
fifterj — who, at intervals, attended 
her on vifits to Frances, — and alfo, 
at particular feafons, to the Abbot, at 
his houfe, which was a noble build- 
ing, adjoining to the monaftery of 
Saint Augustin. 

— It was in one of thefc vifit3 to 
her uncle, that (he became acquaint- 
ed with Henry de B'elvillf, be- 
tween whofe father and the Abbot, 
there had long fubfifted a moft firm 
friendfbip. — He was of good birth, 
though much inferior to Isabella in 
fortunes his father's eftate having 
greatly fufFered in the confufion of 
thofc turbulent times,— 

Bjs'lville 
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Belville was now in his twenty- 
?ninth year ; — ^his figure was graceful, 
and manly^ — and, to a difpofition as 
amiable as his perfon, was joined an 
underftanding both quick and ftrong, 
and which had been improved by the 
moft extenfive education, that the 
falhion of the age allowed. — He had 
been fent to travel over Europe,— 
had refided in fcveral of its principal 
courts; — and "was now on his return 
from a Ihort expedition into France, 
—and had (topped at Canterbury, 
to pay his refpedts to the Abbot, and 
to deliver him certain letters with 
which he had been charged. — 

Belville, on his firft return to 
England, a few years previous to 
the prefent period, had been ho- 
noured by the patronage of Richard 
Duke of Gloucester 5 near whofe 
i pcribii 
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perfbn he held an employment, which 
could not long difpenfe with his ab-> 
fence; — for that prince, being now 
mounted on the throne of Encland, 
the whole nation was thrown into an 
hoftile ftate. — 

It will not be wondered at, if after 
Belville and Isabella had been a 
few days together, their mutual ac- 
complifhments, and their mutual de- 
fire to pleafe, fhould have made them 
much charmed with one another.— 
—Belville felt himfelf enamoured 
of his fair companion,— and had the 
fatisfadion to perceive, that his at-^ 
tention to her was not thrown away* 
•^Though he toc^ leave, after a Ihort 
time, to go to Londom, yet he found 
an excufe for teturnifi^ very foonj 
'^^'raad having reafon to think he 
iiad made a favourable impreflioa 
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en Isabella, did not long heHtate 
to propofe himftlf to her, as one 
who would be happy to pafs his life 
in the fociety of fo engaging a wo- 
man. — His offer was not lefs pleafing 
to Isabella, than it was to her 
uncle, and Frances ^ — the latter of 
whom agreed to give up to her fifter,- 
her right in the caftlc of Saint Clair, 
where it was propofcd they Ihould 
refide,— 

— Every thing was preparing for 
their nuptials; — and nothing could 
wear a fairer face of profpcrity, than 
did this purpofed union of true and 
difinterefted affedion. — But the fuc- 
cefsful progrefs that the arms of 
Henry of Richmond, now made 
in the kingdom, had obliged Rich- 
ard to oppofe them with his utmoft 
force, and to fummon all his fervants 

to 



C "1? 1 

te attend hk camp ; amongfi: wkom> 
as I before mentioned^ was the in-- 
tended bridegroom i who at thk time 
wpuld fnoft willingly have waved 
the fejpvke> had j^ot bis own niqe 
ibhie-of -honour, and his zeal for hij 
royal maftef, •overcome every privite 
mptive.^-^ 

—Were I to follow ilf^ely, the ma- % 
aufcript from whenqe the; fubftaiice of 
thi^ ftory is drawn, it would lead iW 
into fpme of the hiftorical tranfac- 
tions of tholib times, which are al- 
ready fufficiently known; ~ o^^ily it 
is worthy of .being rernembered, that., 
therie are encomiums bellowed on the - 
Aarafter, and perfon of Rjcharo;" 
L|pon both of which, hiftorians have 
thrown fo much deformity. — I fliailT. 
therefore pafs over thofe circum- 
ftances^ . which are foreign to my 

ToL, II, K fubjeft; 
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^Ubj*^; and only obferv^, diat the 
tmfor^nate B£Lvi&b]& was amongft 
thofe of the king's followers, who 
rtiared'the fete of their royal matter in 
Bo$woRTH FiELrx — • He was near 
RiiCHARD in great part of the battle, 
and wa^ atfo a witnef^ of his death; 

— and his own horfe being ktlied «fw 
der him, cither by the fall, or by being 
trampled on in the confufion, his thigh 
was broken; and^ after Richmond's 
party had obtained the viftory, this 
gallant youth was carried, with fede- 
ral others wounded, into Lbicester, 

— where, his rank being known, he 
was lodged in a monaftery of Black 
Friars, in that city. 

—His page, Bertram, who had 
fervcd him from his infancy, took 
care that every affiftance Ihould be 
procured hm; — but the fever, which 

was 



was 6ccafioncd by th<* accMent, fo- 
gethferwith the many bnrifesr he had 
received, nreichcr gave himfelf, or thofe 
about him, any other profpeft, but 
that of approaching death.— 

Thofe who contemplate Belville a 
few \^eeks before, in the full vigour of 
youth, flattering himfelf with every 
cxpeftation of happinefs, that virtue, 
fortune, and an uniOn with one of 
the lovelieft of women, could prefent 
to his imagination; — and now pifture 
hini — ftretched on a poor pallet, — 
iurrouhded by a parcel of mendicant 
friars, -^ his countenance (hrunk and 
wan, — and his eyes fixed with humi- 
lity, and refignation, on a crucifix 
which they held before him, — can- 
not furely, by the contraft, avoid 
dropping a figh, at the fallacy of hu- 
rftan hopes! — 

K 2 —A little 



,*r- A little before he expired, ha 
defired to be left alone with his Page, 
that he might give him his lateft or- 
ders. — ^ 

" Bertram," fays he, — looking 
willfully on . him — " the day that 
" hath ruined our Sovereign's fortune,* 
" hath blafted mjne! — and that too,. 
" in the moment when it ihone the, 
" faireft ! — Thou wilt foon render ; 
'^ me the laft of thy faithful fervices.l 
" — rLet rny body reft with the fa- 
*' thers of this houfe, — and as foon 
^* as thou haft {ten its due rites per- 
". formed, fpeed thee to Canter- 
" BURY, — and acquaint the holy Ab- 
"bot of Saint Augustin, with the 
" bloody event of yefterday. — Con* 
*Vjure him, that he unfold it to my 
•' intended Bride, in fuch manner 
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** as his difcretion Ihall advife, — Bear 
*'her this jewel from my finger, irt 
" token, that my laft thoughts dwelt 
" on her; — and tell her, my only 
" figh in leaving the world, was for 
" the loGng her, whofc virtues fo em- 
" belliftied it !"— 

— The faithful Bertram dropped 
a tear of afFcftion and gratitude, over 
the grave of his gallant mafter;— 
and journeying to Canterbury with 
a burfting heart, prefented himfclf 
before the Abbot, with fuch a coun- 
tenance,, as hardly needed a tongue to 
tell his melancholy errand.— 

The- arrival of Belville's Page, 
could not be long a fecret to Isa- 
bella, who was then at her uncle's; 
and whofe mind inftantly forebodccl 
fome extraordinary event; — though the 
K J news 
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news of the battk had not yet reach-r 
cd that city.-r- 

When Saint Clair was himfclf 
fufEciently compofed, to open the 
mournful bufinefs to his niece, he 
Ipared none of that ghoftly comfort> 
which a good man would offer on 
fuch an occafion ; — though the a- 
mount of all that can be faid to 
the fons and daughters of afHi&ion, 
is no more than this, — that it is our 
duty, and our intereft, to bear, with 
patience, that which it is not in our 
power to alter ! — ^The emotions of na- 
ture muft fubfide, before the foothing 
voice of reafon can be heard !— 

Isabella, after giving way to the 
firft tranfports of paffion, affumed a 
fortitude, and refignation, which her 
piety alone could infpire. — She de- 
fircd that Bertram might be de- 
tained. 
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taincd, two, or three days, at thfe 
monaftery, — and as loon as her mind 
was more fortified, Ihe would difpatch 
him to her fifter Frances, whom (he 
could then bear to fee with mor6 
caknnefs j — and to whom (he fent thd 
following letter, by the hands of thtt 
Page. 

^' Moft beloved Sifter, 
^^ 1 am plunged from the height of 
" imaginary happinefs, into the depth 
" of real diftrcfs ! — The meffenger 
" who delivers this, will inform you 
" of my ficuation, — and to him I re- 
" fer you for particulars, which I am 
" unable to d^j^eli on. — Belville is 
" no more ! — All that dream of hap- 
" pinefs, which I hoped for, from 
" an alliance with that dear, that 
♦ K 4 " amiable 
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** amiable man,, is vanifhed . in aa- 
•' inftant !— and I wake into a worlds 
" that hath no objeft for my regarxj^. 
" but the affeftion of my ever tender 
" Frances ! — I fupport my adverfuy 
" with all the fortitude I can fum- 
*•* mon upiT— but Heaven only knows 
'^the ftruggles of my heart!— rFrom 
" the time that the united folicita-. 
" tions of y.ou> and my U^cle, pre- 
*' vailed on me (though reluftantly) 
to abfent myfelf from you,' my 
foul hath been agitated between 
^* hope and difappointment ! — I will- 
^^ truft the fallacy of the world no 
** more i — the remainder of my days^ 
^* Ihall be paffed with you j — and we 
" will end life as we began it, in an 
" infeparable uriion. — Your converfe, 
" apd the iblitude of a cloifter, can 

" aloae 



cr 
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^ alone rcftore tranquillity to the 
^ mind, of your ever faithful, and 
*^ difconfolate. 

** ISAaELLA."' 

When' tlie Lady Abbess faw her 
Sifter, (he found her ftill more con^ 
firmed in her refolution of entering 
on a monaftic life. — Her Uncle, con- 
ceiving it might beft reftore a calm 
tt) her troubled fpirits, no longer op- 
pofe'd; it ;— and as foon as her affair* 
were properly adjufted, and every 
thing prepared, (he took the veil in 
the convent where Frances pre- 
fided. 

— Isabella now found in religion, the 
only confolation for her paft misfor- 
tunes i — and though the remembrance 
of her beloved Belvjlle, would oftea- 
come aerofe her, and fpread. a. tern-. 

porary 
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porary gloom over her mind,- 
fhc conftantly ftrove to difpel it 
piety and refignation. — The 
Sisters enjoyed all that heart 
pleafure, which arifes from ro 
friendfhip; — and, as the efFefl: 
benevolent difpofitions operate 
all around, theirs ferved to c 
municate happinefs^to all the Si 
hood. 

TheLouvAiN Manufcript inf< 
us, that after thefe ladies had p 
near fourteen years in this pea( 
retirenhent, the Abbess was fc 
with an alarming kytVy the efFcd 
which hung fo long upon her, 
they greatly endangered her life, 
is not difficult to conceive, hovs 
vere Isabella's fufferings were, in 
dreadful interval of fufpenfe and 
prehcnfion, or the anxieties of 

n 
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mind, till her Sifter was reftored to 
health..-^ 

Frances, during her illnefs, had 
made a private vow to the Blejfed Virgin 
Mary, that if fhc recovered, fhe 
would fend fome coftly ofFcring to a 
chapel, which was confecrated to her, 
at a little Port, called Br adstow, or 
Broad-Stairs, in the ifle of Tha- 
NET (part of which chapel is at this 
day remaining) j— and in which, her 
image was efteemed to work fuch 
great miracles, that Pilgrims came 
front parts very remote, to vifit it; 
—and it was held in fuch veneration^ 
that all Ihips pafling within light of it;, 
are reported to have conftantly lowered 
their top-fails, to falute it^ — And the 
feaft of the Invention of the Holy 
Cross, which was the third day of 
May, being to be celebrated' there^ 
a with 
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v^cfc, — Every endeavour to reich the 
fliorc was fruftrated by the ftontt 
driving th«in from it^^d:nd their faib 
being all fliattered, ^ fuddcn {wd\ of 
the fea, bore them quite out of their 
dlrcftion, and flruck the veffel oft a 
bank of fand, called the Ht>itsBj 
that lies a little off from Recitl- 

VER. 

—The furprize— the confufion— ^ 
afid the image 6f death, that muft 
naturally rufh into the minds of peo* 
pie, who arc on the point of being 
wrecked, — can only be juftly fdt, or 
idefcribed, by thofe who have ftood 
in fo dreadful a fituation.---Each one 
recommended himfelf to God, and to 
his Tutelar Saint. — The mariners hoift- 
ed out their long-boat, as precipitately 
^ they could; — and that which moft 
agitated the thoughts of Frances 

and 
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and Isabella, was the mutual pre^ 
fenration of each othen— 
^ Scarce was the boat on the furface 
of the waves, when every one was 
e^er to rufh into it; — for it was 
certain the veflel nsiufk bulge in a 
few hours, — and, to add to the 
horror, night advanced.— The Cap- 
tain, alimoft by fbrce, dragged the 
Lady Abbess, and her Sifter, from the 
cabin, — and fearce had he helped the 
firft, half dead as fliewas, down the 
fide of the Ihip, when thofe who were - 
already in the boat, finding they 
muft all perifh, if more got in, puihed 
off inftantly, and rowed towards fliore, 
— in fpite of the menaces of the 
Captain, who ftood on deck,^ fup- 
porting Isabella, -— the intreaties of 
the AiSBESs, wha was wild to re;»* 

turn,— 
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turn,— ypr the cries of the paffcngert 
left behind. 

— The only feint hope which now 
rennained to thofe on board, was, .that 
-the veflel might poffibljr hold toge- 
ther, till fome afliftance could be ob- 
tained from the fliorc; which they fliH 
flattered themfelves would come, in 
cafe the boat reached the land,— 
which it providentially did, though 
with the «tmoft rifk. — Every, one 
who remained in the veffelwas .re-^ 
%ned to his fate y — and furrounded 
as Isabella wa5, by impending deaths 
it afforded no fmall confolation te 
her, to think, there was a poflibility 
<hat her Sifter had efcaped. 

— It was four hours after the ar^ 
rival of the boat, before any one durft 
^iftemurc outi— j»^hen, the ftorm abac- 
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ing wiA. the departure of the tide, 
and the day being near dawning, a 
large boat put off to the wreck.— 
When thofe who went to affift, got 
to it, they Found all the people on 
board, retired to different places be* 
•neath the deck, — great part of which 
was broken away.— Isabella had re- 
mained in the cabin; one fide of 
which was alfo walhed off, and the 
room half filled with water; — fhe 
was almoft exhaufted, by the terrors 
fhe had fuftained, — the bruifcs fhe 
had received, — and the extreme cold 
in which Jhe had fo long fuffered, — 
They led her with the utmoft gen- 
tlenefs from this wretched place,--< 
while Ihe, all pal6 and trembling, 
fcarcely comprehended at firft what 
they were doing; — yet life feemed to 
flufh anew in her countenance, on 
Vol. II. L hearing 
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hearing that her Sifter was preferv-u 
cd.— 

— As foon as they had brought 
her on .fhore, fhe was fupported by 
feveral women, who were waiting 
to receive her; and conduced to 
the houfe where the Lady Abbess 
was. — Frances, tranfported at the 
firft fight of her Srfter, , ran out to 
meet Isabella, — who, the moment 
fhe approached, made an effort to 
fpring forward to her, but funk down, 
overpowered, into the arms of her at- 
tendants. — Frances clafped her hand, 
and in her eager joy, would have 
uttered fomething, but could only 
faintly pronounce her name, and feU 
at her feet in a fwoon. — 

Isabella was immediately put into 
bed, and received every affiftancc 
that could be procured; — but her 

ftrengtb 
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Itrength and Ipirits were fo far ex* 
Jiauftcd, by the terror and fatigue, 
which her mind and body had under- 
gone, and by remaining fo many 
hours in water, that Ihe lived but 
till the evening of the following 
wday,— 

Frances, though ftill finking from 
the fhock and agitation of the pre- 
ceding night, forgot, in her attention 
to her Sifter, her own fufFerings* — 
She never ftirred from her bedfide,— • 
and often accufed herfelf, as being the 
fatal caufe of all that had befallen her, 
by fufFering her attendance in this 
expedition. — Isabella chid her for 
thinking fo, — declaring, it was the 
will of Heaven, to which Ihe patiently 
fubmittcd. — " Though we came into 
** the world together," fays Ihe, " yet 
** as wc were not deftined to perilh, 
L 2 *'toge- 
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'^ together, — a time muft inevitabljr 
" have come, when death would have 
" diflblved our union. — I rejoice that 
'^ I am not the furvlvor. — - 1 die, 
*^ where I have ever wiflied to Hjire, 
** in the arncis of the moft beloved^of 
" Sifters, — Pray for the repofe of my 
" foul; — and lay me in the tomb 
" which you have allotted to be your 
*^ own — that one gra\re may in death 
*' hold our Remains, who in life had 
" but one heart." 

The lofs of Isabella plunged the 
Lady Abbess into that deep diftreli, 
\vhich minds, formed like her's, with 
the nobleft fentiments of tendernefs, 
and benevolence, mult, on fuch a 
trial, inevitably feel. — She caufed the 
body of her unfortunate Sifter to be 
tranfported in folemnity, to their con- 
-venti— where, after it had been ex- 

pofcd 



[ 149 ] 

pofed with accuftomed rites, it was 
depofited, with every mark of refpeft, 
in a vault, on one fide of the fhrine 
of Saint Benedict, — bedewed with 
tears of the mod heart- felt forrow, 
dropped from the eyes of all the 
Sifterhood, — 

When time and refleftion had 
fomewhat calmed her affliftion, 
Frances failed not to tranfmrt, by 
the hands of her Confeflbr, (her uncle, 
the Abbot, having been fometime 
dead*), her intended offering to the 

Virgin 

* This circumftance feems fully to de- 
cide the point of John de Saint Clair. 
being the Abbot, whofe family name is 
loft in all the Chronicles of Saint Au- 
custin's monaftery.— Mr, Battely tells 
us,, that John the Abbot died in 1497; 
L 3 and 
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Firgin of Broad-Stairsj— accompa:-. 
nied by a donation of twelve maffes, 
to be faid for the repofe of Isa- 
bella's foul. — And foon after, to per- 
petuate the memory of her Sifter,— 
as well as to direct mariners in their 
courfe^ — that they might efcape the 
fad calamity herfelf had fo fatally ex- 
perienced, — (he caufed a very ancient 
church, that flood on a rifing ground 
juft above the village of Reculver, 
and which was greatly fallen into de- 
cay, to be reftored, and much enlarged, 
—and at one end thereof erefted two 
lowers with lofty Spires upon them, — 
the which fhe directed fhould be called 

and the connexion this ftory has with the 
battle of Bos wo r t h Field, which was fought 
in 1485, fixes the prefent period to be in fome 
part of the year 1500. 

THE 
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THE SISTERS i— and to this day 
it retains the name, and is a fea-mark 
of great utility* — 

In lefs than feven years, the whole 
church was completed; which Ihe en- 
dowed very liberally, by a grant out of 
her own fortune ; — and ordained, that 
there fhould be celebrated one fo- 
lemn mafs, on the firji day of every 
month (the. wreck having happened 
on the firjl of May) y and that a per- 
petual litany fhould be fung, for the 
eternal peace of the departed Isa- 
bella.^ — 

She lived to fee this her Will exe- 
cuted, — as well as to beftow many 
other charitable donations, — not only 
on the convent over which fhe pre- 
fided,— but on feveral other religious 
inftitutions > — and was, from her ami- 
L 4 able 
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able charaftcr, and pious example, be*- 
loved, and refpefted to the laft hour 
of her life. — 

She fufvived Isabella eleven years,, 
and died nnoft fmcerely, and deferved- 
ly lamented, towards the end of the 
year 151 2. — 

Her Remains,, purfuant to her own 
defire, were depofited by the fide of 
thofe of her Sifter, with all that fo- 
lemnity due to her high rank and 
office.^A monument was erected near 
to the place, where they were interred, 
with their figures kneeling, hand in 
hand, before a crofs,— and beneath it,, 
a plate of brafs, recording their un- 
Ihaken friendfhip.- — 

— Faithful,— congenial fpirits ! — in 
whatfoever world ye refide, peace be 
your lot!— as virme was your por- 

tioa 



tion here !— Long, long may this me- 
morial of your love remain ! — to guide 
the dubibus veffel in its courfe, and 
make your names bleft by the wan- 
derers of the deep ! — 



SHIP- 
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S H I P - N E W S- 

npHERE rarely pafled a day, dw^ 
ring my ftay at Margate, of 
which I did not Ipend fome portion 
in the fociety of CLERivfONT, and his 
fiften — On calling upon them this^ 
afternoon, I thought every body's 
countenance faluted me, with more 
than its wonted good-humour. — It is 
a circumftance that ever gives one 
the moft pleafant feelings. 

— As I, in turn, addrefled my in- 
quiries to Marianne, I perceived 
a blufh on her cheek, — together with 
a little apparent hurry of fpirits. — 
She was moving about the room in 
queft of fomething, — and prefently 
went up ftairs — either to look for a fan 
which Jhe had in her pcket — or her 

work-bag. 



i »55 3 

work-bagy which bung upon her army 
■i— though more probably to give 
Amelia an opportunity of /peaking 
with me. 

— If I had not known, faid that 
Lady, that you were to dine to-day 
at Saint Laurencb^ I fhould cer- 
tainly have fent you a fummons \ — for 
I was impatient to tell you, that 
both my young friend, and myfelf, 
have . received letters, this morning, 
from Sterling, who is got tOv Ire- 
land. — Mine breathes the efFufion of 
a grateful mind, kindly approving, 
and applauding, the part I have afted ; 
•—Marianne's I have kept in my 
pocket, for your perufal ;— and I now 
think nothing more can difturb an 
union, in which I confefs myfelf inte.- 
reftcd, with the fondeft fcejings of a 
mother.— But read the letter. — 

" I feizc 
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** I feize the earliefl: moment of 
'^ inforaiing my deareft Girl,. of my 
" fafe arrival in Ireland, — where I 
*' hope I (hall foon complete my bufi- 
'* nefs — and then fee my fails to- 
^' ward England, whither all my 
" thoughts^ and wifhes, are flown be^ 
*' fore me. — I have a thoufand things 
** to fay to you,— but time will, only 
*^ allow me to tell you,, that your's 
*' and Amelia^s letters, reached me 
" at the Cape. — Heavens ! — how 
*' was I tottured, when I learned wha 
" it was, that had fo cruelly, — though 
** fo unfuccefsfully, — tampered with. 
*^ our feelings ! —Poor Edmund! — 
" but his name (hall never again be 
"mentioned; — he cannot be more 
*' feverely punifhed than to refledl, 
'^ that, in the exigencies of future 
•' life, he hath deprived himfelf^ 

'' for 
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'*' for ever, of the comfort and affcc- 
" tion of fuch a fitter ! — Yourfclfi 
*^ and your faithful proteftrefs, have 
"'^ been the guardians of my happi- 
*' nefs. — But I hope I have many 
^* years before me, to pay that debt, 
" which my heart fo gratefully avows ; 
'^' — though the debts of Senftbilityi 
^*' and of LovCj are the reverfe of all 
" others, — for, in the intercourfe of 
*' feeling minds, every attempt to dif" 
*' charge them, proves but the means 
" to increafe them ! — Be this, my 
** deareft Marianne, the commerce 
** of our lives ! — I muft now bid you 
^' adieu, — that 1 may, before the de- 
" parture of the poft, exprefs to your 
*' generous friend, how much her 
^' conduft hath obliged -me. — I wait 
^^ the moment with impatience, when 

*' my 
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*^ my Ups can better aflure you, ho^ 
** much i am for ever 

*' Stbrlinc."' 

Amelia, all the while I was read- 
ing the letter, was wiping away a 
tear, -— and Clermont brufhed off 
half a dozen that had filently Xlipt 
from his eyes, 

— Well, fays he, when I had fi- 
n^hed it, — what think you now of 
the voung man?— If his heart does 
not hang in the right place, I will 
never have an opinion of my own 
while I breathe. — I have not a doubt 
but he will make my adopted niece^ 2l 
fenfible, manly, and affedionate huf- 
band.— You fmile at my calling her 
foi — but I muft own to you, that I 
3 wifli 



t 159 3 

wifli to imbibe every partiality of my 
fifter's ; — and Marianne is fuch a 
natural, engaging charafter, that to 
know her well, and not be partial to 
her, would be an impoITibility. — 
But, my old acquaintance, I have 
fomething more to fay to you on this 
fubjeft, for Emily vows that no one 
but yourfelf, (hall perform the matri- 
monial ceremony; — and ihe is confir. 
dent that you are too much interefted 
for her friend, to have any objec* 
tion,— 

She may be affured, I can have 
none. — There is fo much real fatif* 
faftion in being intentionally ^ or even 
officially^ an inftrument to the happy 
union of others, that I feel an obli* 
gation to any one, wh;^-fuggefts to 
me the means of becoming fo.— JMy 
jprecarious health, continued I, would 

. never 
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never allow me to execute the calh 
of my profeflion, where the duty 
was confiderable; nor my principles, 
to accept a trujl^ which T felt myfelf 
unable toperform^ — yet its offices have 
been ever ready to the claims of hu- 
manity, or of friendfhip. — And to fay 
truth. Madam, in the one you now 
folicit, I am as ludky a perfon as 
you could poffibly apply to, — fqr I 
never married but three couple; — and 
though feveral years have (ince elapfed, 
yet I never meet them, without fee- 
ing a fmile on their countenances, 
and receiving, from both fides, a re- 
petition of their thanks ; — and this 
cordial acknowledgment, charms mt 
the more in one of them, who was 
my intimate at College; as his hap- 
pinefs can only arife from the great 
fuperiority of his mind, to the nar- 

jownefk 



rownefs of his fortune ;-*-for with th6 
education and deportment of a gen- 
tleman, and a fcholar,— and under 
the difficulties, which the providing 
for five children muft create, — he 
4iad never fufficient intereft to pro- 
cure a living, — yet cheerfully goes 
through the daily, laborious duty of 
an cxtenfive, and populous parifh, 
which he fuftains with the confcien- 
tioufnefs of an apoftle, for feventy 
pounds a year^ while his dignified 
reftor, who rarely vifits the place, 
receives more than fix times that fiim 
from it ! — 

It is to be lamented, refumed 
Clermont, that the preferments of 
the church are not more equally di- 
vided; — many have too much, — and 
the greater part of the clergy, far 
too little J — ^and, though I would Mt 

Vol. II. M doubt. 



doiubt^ but that in the difpofal -of die 
good thiogs of this world, merit hath 
fometimes its fhare; yet the only true 
paflport to. the obtaining them, is, 
what you call, in this* country, con* 
nexion. — ^Without the aid of a patron 
who has Jntered;, mere merit ftands 
but little chance- of being noticed;— 
and a man, even with the. Ihiniqg 
virtues of your friend, m;iy continue 
to ftarve on a curacy, all the -days of 
his life.— 

— rBut my good Sir, allow me one 
word more on the fubjedt— No one 
more truly refpefts the clergy than 
myfelf, when their doftcine^ and thmi 
charafters, rilluftrate each other — nay, 
I firmly believe, that mankind are 
univerfally difpofed to. reverence their 
funftioi) j--but, bred a merchant, — 
. and accuftomed to look., daily, on the 
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^eitorznd creditor fide of my books, 
^— and to have a conftant eye on the 
balance of bot^, — I am at a lofs to 
guefs what kind of confcicntious ba^ 
dance fome of your Dignitaries ftrike^ 
4vho 'undertake tht.cme cf fouls, yet 
fo far from affording them their falu- 
tary aid, do not even know either 
tbem^ . or their dijorders. — You will 
excufe me, my friend, — but it fcems 
to be juft the cafe of an apothecary, 
who (hould charge his own attendance^ 
yet entruft all his patients to the fole 
infpedion of h\s journeyman.'-^ 

Prithee, bow can you account for this 

^otal negligence ? or, for what is al« 
mod as culpable, — the being fo little 

-of the vigilant fhepherd, as only to 

Jook after the Jlock in the time of 

Jbeering ? 

—I am inclined to hope, faid I, 
Ma * for 



I 164 ] 

for the honour of my profcflion. Chat 
this is not in general the cafe; and 
fliall therefore only reply to you, that 
as it is a queilion not fo proper to be 
anfwered by proxy, I would rather 
leave its decifibn to thofe whom it 
"may concern. — 

This, however, you may depend on 
—that it is to be auomudfon— 



THE 
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THE THEATRE. 

A LL the crowned heads of the MaH* 
GATE drama would, unqueftiorii* 
ablyi take it amifs, Ihould they be paff- 
ed over in filencc.-^Though it is my 
wilh to fleaje all — I poflcfs a defire 
equally ftrong to offend none, — and^ 
leaft of all thofe who exert their 
abilities for the- entertainment of 
others.'— Though the Kings, — Lordf^ 
— and Commons, — in their theatrical 
barn affembled, convey fueh confuted 
ideas of the perfonages they reprefent, 
that they become caricatures inftead 
of charaftersj— nor do they probably, 
in general aim at any thing more^-^ 
for there is ufually fuch a poverty, and 
laughable dittrels, running through the 
whole performance, as renders Comedy 
M 3 extremely 
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extremely ridiculous, and TragedJ^' 
truly comical.?— 

Sonpe ladies of Amelia's acquaint- 
ance, having, through humanity, . pa« 
tronized one of the poor players, be- 
fpoke Hamlet, — and exerted their 
intereft to fill the houfe— it. being, 
for the benefit of the Ghost, and his 
wife. 

Clehmont and I were fblicited to 
be of the party; — but the Theatre 
being much crowded, I found myfclf 
unable to fuftain the heat of it. — 
My friend and I, therefore, before tha 
curtain drew up,, retired behind the 
fcenes; — and indeed, when we were 
got there, perceived but little pro- 
bability, that it would draw up the 
whole evening, — for furely never was 
beheld fuch a fcene of confufion, as 
then appeared, in what ferved both 

for 
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fbfr .their general dreffing-room, and ' 
green-room.-—- 

The centincls, who were to mount 
guard before the palace of the Royal 
Dane> for want of having any uni- 
form in the wardrobe, had borrowed 
a couple of failorsjackets.-^HoRATio 
was ftriding about, in a monftrous 
rage,— declaring- he would 'not aft, 
becaufe his own benefit had been un- 
juftly pyt back*-r-Thc manager, who 
was corpulent cnoilgh to have per- 
fonated Falstaff, even almoft with-* 
out fluffing, — apparelled . as young 
Hamlet, was. in no le(s a paffion 
too,— damning the 'Ghost's blood (ox 
being in liquor,— who, as well as his 
wife, had, on the credit of the many 
tickets which were taken, given way, 
through excefs of joy, at dinner, to 
aa indulgence they ihould more pru-. 
M 4 dehfly 



dently have poftponed fill nigHt^— 
The Ghost had little to fay in his 
defence, — but his lady, now the 
S^een Mother, — fat royally robed on a 
joint-ftool,— ,and whilft fhe was dab- 
bing the laft colouring on her cheeks, 
hickupped, with much brevity, their 
mutual apology. — Nor did the dif- 
trefs end here — a fmith was fent for 
to break open Ophelia*s coffin,^^ 
which ferving as a travelling trunk 
to this itinerant company, the Ghost's 
helmet, Polonius's wig, together with 
fome of the Danish regalia, were 
lodged within itj — and the manager, 
having alfo depofited with them a 
half anker of run Jprits^ had fo 
carefully put away the key, that in 
the hurry it could not be found,— 
lb that the mufic kept playing roafi 
hcef, and every popular tune they 

could 



C 169 J 

could think on, to anmufe the impa- 
tient audience, who knew nothing of 
the woeful difbrdcr that reigned be- 
hind. 

— The perfornnance was fuch as 
might naturally be llippofed from the 
fituation and temper of the Dfamatis 
Terfona. — The Ghost compofed him- 
felf far better than I expeftcd, — ex- 
cept, that in the cloiet fcene, he ex- 
erted more violence than became his 
chiarader, — and rufhing in, too eager- 
ly, dropped his coat of mail which was 
accidentally untied.— However, as his. 
fliirt happened to be clean^^he might 
pafs in it full as well for an inhabi- 
tant of the other world, as he did ini 
his old leathern armour. 

— Ophelia's .dirty filk gown, had' 
been deftined for a woman far more 
(lender than herfelf, — on which ac- 

X countj 
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count, the robings pinned almoft* at* 
her hips> and left her in great difii*. 
culties to form, a convenient fto-. 
macher. — Neither (he, nor the QuEENt 
could raife. a pair of gloves, — and the 
latter having fcailded her arm,, by. 
taking off a pot from the fire, was. . 
compelled to appear with it bound ' 
round with old linen, — which, ,in..* 
truth, but ill ,becam0the. maj^yo/.DE:if^ 
MARK. — The play was received with 
great indulgence, and excited much 
more mirth, than it did. either terror, 
or pity. ^- 

I have often confidered. .myfelf,. 
when^ behind the Ice nes of more re-, 
fpeftable theatres, to be in the fitua-, 
tion of thofe who are in reality about 
fuch elevated characters in life, as on 
the ftage are only perfonated. — They 
ftand in a very different point of view. 

to 
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to tRofc who obfervc them near, whcir 
they are not afting their parts, — and 
who fee what poor fltmfy materialsi 
contribute to deck, them out, , as^ ob- 
jedts for the public eye ! . 

—It is of much^moment, on which 
fide of the curtain we contenr^plate 
either men, or things !r— 

It were next to impoGibk to fce 
fuch noble fcenes, as are interfperfed 
in this- whimficaP tragedy, blundered 
through^ and converted to farce, with- 
out their exciting a hearty laugh ;--^ 
and yet, on the beft-regulated theatrcs,^ 
how few are there who can fupport 
a fine drawn charafter chaftly, and ad- 
mirably throughout? — The dignified 
fcenes of the tragic Mtife, befides an 
harmonious voice and ear, fuper- 
added to very many perfonal accom- 
plilhments in the player, demand 

ftrong 
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{torn the English theatre^ and *a fre- 
quent attendance on the French one, 
hath vitiated my judgment, — but Jl 
confefs, I love a tragedy that, ends 
happily, and where the ftruggles of 
virtue are crowned with triumph.-^ 
Pity is a more pleafing cxercife of 
the human mind, thzn Jerror! — Scenes 
of this kind, I have ever obferved, arc 
honoured with the moft tears; — and 
tears are the plaudits of unerring 
nature?— A judicious writer will deep- 
ly intencft the paffions — awaken fen* 
fibility, — and penetrate every avenue 
to the heart, without the aid of either 
murder, or of death ;—» which, .by being 
made too familiar to our flght, foon 
lofe the cfFcd they fhould infpire. — 
To fpeak plainly, I think we have 
dealt rather too largely in daggers, 
^xkI poifon, on this fide of the water 

--I hate 



• — i-I hate^a fifth aft, which/ as this^ 
' to-night, makes the ftage like the 

(hop of a carcajt^butcher. — If we had 
our eye a little more on the French 
theatre, I can^ever believe we fhould 
write the '"worfe for it. — 

— For Heaven's fake, my good 
irtend, cried I,' forbear any parallel ! — 
Ever live w^// with thofe^you muft 
live whbi --?- people do not alwajrs 
give up opinion with good-humour. 
-^The gr^at^fcenes of Shakespeare— 
which no pen hath hitherto either 

• rivalled, ot approached, — will, I hope, 
' ever live on our ftage, in fpite -of 

fomc few abfurd^ones with which they 
are ^intermixed. — ;You . muft confi- 
' der^this Prodigy of Nature, ^as 
t born in an age, when the rules of 
dramatic writing were but little ftu* 
t^iied, even in the moft polifhed . na- 
tions.— 
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tions. — Many of his fucceflbrs, who 
copied his faultSj though unable to 
imitate his beauties, may in truth, af- 
ford you an ample field for criticifm. 
— However, to pacify your Ipirit, al- 
low me to fay, that fincc the period 
when you left England, we have had 
cur obligations to the French thea- 
tre, — and very many pieces, whofe 
grofs Abjurdities did not fhoek our 
wife grand-fathers, — nor whofe great 
dmmodefty put our virtuous grand-mo- 
thers out of countenance, — would not, 
J aiTure you, now be allowed an au- 
^ dience.— 

Step by ftep, we Ihall draw nearer 
to truth, — and it is no fmall advance 
toward T!ajle and Nature y — to have got 
rid of Indecency^ and Improbability. 
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EDUCATION. 

r^LERMONT poffcfles one of the 
beft of hearts, together with an 
excellent underftanding, much inn- 
proved by books, yet far more by a 
long knowledge of the world — but is 
at the fame time, fo fettled in his opi- 
nions> that he will not readily give up 
a point, — 

— After our return from the play, 
no fooner was the fupper- cloth re- 
moved, >than he entered again on the 
topic of dramatic writing ; which led 
biip naturally enough, in defence of 
what he had before urged on that head, 
to afcribe much of our notions, on this 
fubjecft, to the Prejudices of Education ^ 
—which being allowed by both of us, 
all the weight they neceffarily muft 

Vol. II, N have. 
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have, like moft difputants wc foon gat 
a little wide of the mark from whence 
we ftarted, and infenfibly found our- 
felves on new ground — nay, on the 
very ground from whence thofe Pre^ 
judices fpring. \ 

What we meet with every day, 
continued Clermont, is fo familia- 
rized to us, that it pafles without 
making the fmalleft impreflion, — 
the mind rarely paufes to confider it 5 
—and hence many a local error, or 
abfurdity, is ftill perfevered in. — Now 
I have myfelf been fo long an Alien 
from my own country, and* thereby 
become a citizen of the world, that 
I may poffibly, from the above caufe 
(you will excufe me, my friend) view 
many things that relate to modern 
education, in a very different light 
from yourfelfl 

My 
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/My own obfervatibns, fafd I, will 
lead me to affent readily, to the truth 
of what you have been afferting, 
'^^ That the youth of riioft countries 
'^ in Europe, appea;r to be niuch 
**' earlier falhioh'ed to the world, than 
*' our own i" — that 13, they attain the 
TTianners, and deportment of men, at 
a much earlier period. — Accuftomed 
to a conftant intercourfe with ladies, 
they cultivate that habitual attention 
^nd politenefs, which is not eafily ac- 
quired in reclufe feminaries, folely 
^devoted to learning — nor, indeed, do 
they at the fanrie time feem deficient 
'rither in ufeful, or ornamental fcience 
— but, like fkilful gardeners, make 
:the moft of the foil, and fpread out 
both fruit, and flowers, in the fame 
.fetfon. — Whether they may be fo 
^^eep grounded in Greek and Latin, 
N 2 I leave 
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I leave to the decifion of our Heads 
of Houfes — being myfclf a traveller 
only in purfuit of Nature > — and if 
in any of my Sketches^ I occalionally 
introduce the effedts of Art, it is 
merely as a back-ground, to contraft, 
and throw forward, the great objedt I 
aim to delineate. 

As to your Heads of Houfesy replied 
Clermont, they would decide it 
againft all Europe, without taking 
one turn round their Quadrangle, to 
debate the queftion. — I would, how- 
ever, on no account, be underftood 
to depreciate a profound knowledge 
in either 6f thofe languages ; — you 
may recolleft, when we were together 
at the Univerfity, I was efteemed a 
good proficient in both — yet, though 
they have pleafurably, filled up many 
parts of my life, I cannot fay that 

the 
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the profit they have been of to me, 
has been in the fmallefl: degree ade^ 
quate to the wafte of years that elapfed 
in attaining them; — and of years — be 
it remembered — that return no more ! 

— I fee no reafon why they might not 
be acquired in a far (horter time 

— How little a fpace makes us maf- 
ters, of not only one, but of many 
of the tongues of Europe ! — nay, 
much deeper mafters too than moft of 
us ever become of the others! — I 
cannot but think our fyftem of edu- 
cation,, rather calculated for Beings 
who could infure half a- century of 
longer exiftence, than is commonly 
allotted to the raccof man.— A/?«r/A 
fart of the very longeft life, — and a 
full half of what the generality of 
mankind adtually know, is almofl: 
folely appropriated to the being able 

N 3 to 
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to read, and eonftrue, two dead 
languages, that have been more thaa 
a thoufand years out of ufej — and, 
though I may be thought to merit 
being burnt for a Hereik, I muft aflc 
you, what is the fum of knowledge 
which they convey ? — and to which 
this large portion of our days is de- 
voted ? — Of the books that are put 
into our hands, the far greater part 
are the Poets, who inftrudt us in the 
extravagant fyftem of Ancient Mytho-^ 
logy — than which, human folly never 
invented any thing fo compleatly ab- 
furd, — (b compleatly vicious. — The 
boy has no fooner got grounded in. 
his catechifm, than he is introduced 
to a familiarity with the Heathen 
Divinities, male and female ! — and 
fuch a fet of ragamuffins they are, as 
hardly ever difgraced the earthy — un- 
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juft, — libidinous,. — revengeful, — with 
more than mortal failings, and with 
more than mortal paflions, — fpreading 
their vices through all regions, and 
peopling half the globe with their 
baftard progeny !— 

Downright Herejy indeed ! cried L 
— But downright truth, neverthelels, 
refumed my old friend; — nor need I 
prove it, by citing examples which 
every fchool-boy hath his head cram^- 
med with : — Only as one inftance, let 
us take the charadter of Jupiter, 
the father of all the gods \ — married 
to his own filler, — filling heaven and 
earth with his enormous debauche- 
ries, — ufing his omnipotence only to 
accomplifh his abandoned purpofes, 
— defcending in a fhower of gold to 
ravifh Danae, — reverfing even the 
law5 of Nature, — transforming him- 
N 4 felf 
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felf into an Eagle, for Ganymede, — 
into a Bull, to indulge his paflion for 
EuROPAj — and into a Swan, to com- 
mit a rape on Leda — who, in con- 
fequence of her criminal intercourfc 
with the Thunderer of Olympus, [is 
ordained to lay a couple of eggs, from 
which flie batches Castor, and Pol- 
lux, and their Two Sifters I — 

Such are fpme of the outlines that 
diftinguifh Jove himfelf! — and fuch 
are the firji rudiments of inftruftion 
that are poured into the youthful 
mind!— So that almoft every lad who 
happens to depart this life, before he 
goes to the Univerfity, leaves the 
world with very little other know- 
ledge, than this incoherent jargon, 
which hath infulted his underftand- 



ing!— 



— I much doubt, replied I, whe- 
ther 
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ther their Reverences have ever confi- 
dered this point, — and I muft freely 
own, that there is nnuch plaufibility 
in what you have faid. — We are all 
certain, that our firfi imprejftons are 
thofe which are retained the longeft, 
and are with the utmoft difficulty, if 
ever, effaced. — In the morning of 
life, when the mind, like an unfold- 
ing flower, is (hooting upward, — and 
eager after novelty, nouriihes itfelf with 
every thing that is planted near it- 
it is furely of much moment that it 
fliould be watered with the purefi 
Jprings ! — and reared to Truth and 
Virtue, by the rnoft unwearied at- 
tention ! — A knowledge of Ancient 
Mythology is of great aid, in a later 
period of life, to the flights of poetry, 
—and hath opened a more fpacious 
field to the imdtative arts 5— but how 

far 



far thcfc fcenes of fi<Etion, and thefe 
contemptible immortals you have de- 
fcribed, are proper to be the firft ac- 
quaintance of oiir youth, before we 
have abilities to fcparate J'rutb from: 
Jlkgoryy — or what better knowledge 
fhould engage that early feafon, — is a 
queftion I would wilh to leave un^ 
decided,.— at kaft, undecided by my- 
felf.— 

As I have been lefs fcrupulous, 
refumed Clermont, on the fubjeft, 
and as you have already denounced 
me a Hereticy it will coft but a faggot 
extraordinary, if, in the fame caufe,^ 
I advance one ftep, farther,— and ex- 
prefs to you my doubts, whether alfo 
the filling of boys heads, with the 
wild ftories of Ancient HeroeSy who 
are held out as fecondary objefts of 
their attention, might not, on the 

whole,. 
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whole, be better omitted. — Diffiin^ 
guiflied examples of magnanimity^, 
and virtue, when divefted of all le- 
gendary nonfenfe, Ihould, unquef- 
tionably, be ftrongly impreffed oa 
their memories, — but the -generality 
of thofe who have defcended to our 
times, under the denomination of" 
Heroes, have been fuch as have ac- 
quired that title, from iheir unjuft 
conquefts, and lawlefs devaftations.. 
— It is to be lamented,, that the 
world hath implicitly affixed fo much 
imaginary repute to their names, that^. 
trained up in their /plendid deluftonsy, 
young people, I fear, much too of- 
ten, read the fad annals they have- 
ftained with, blood, withbut feeling, 
that laudable indignation, for the vio- 
lated rights of humanity, which, but 
for the imfofitions of Education, Na- 
ture 



On this head, returned I, I totally 
j^in with you. — Yo\i muft rernembc^^ 
Dr. Classic, the fenior fellow of our 
•college; — no man deeper inthe Creek 
and Roman tongues, — no m^n Jhafl- 
Jower in his own j— ^he could write 
•twenty pages of Ciceronian Latin, 
-^but talked Engl/sh as coarfely as 
z wafherwoman, — and read it in a 
^orfe tone than the bellman.— 

— I am rather furprized, brother, 
fays Amelia, that in your criticifm 
on modern education, the mode of 
training up young ladies, fhould have 
efcaped your remarks,— in which Fid- 
'■filers and Dancing-mafters are coriiider- 
cd as t\\t Jupreme ohje5l of attention; 
and may fairly difpute the time with 
your Greek and Latin. — 

Why truly. Madam, replied Cler- 
mont, the fine parts which Nature 
2 hath 
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liath beftowcd on your fex, are not 
always, I mull confefs, cultivated in 
the moft advantageous manner j — and 
perhaps, too much ftrefs is laid on 
thofe external accompliftiments, which, 
in a very few years, ar€ neglefted, 
^ven by thofe, who have attained 
them with fo much time and affi- 
■duityl — But women, my dear Emily, 
who poflefs the good fenfe you arc 
miftrels of, perceive the Infufficiency 
of faftiion, and of themfelves reftify 
its Errars. — 

—I am much obliged to you for 
your compliment, brother; and hope, 
for the credit of our fex, that the fen- 
timents you entertain of us, are juft, 
— I have ever wilhed my young friend 
here to follow y but not Jacrifia to fa- 
ilhion.— External accomplifliments are 

great 
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great aids to perfonal charms,— but 
beauty, if not aflifted by fomething 
more, hath rarely fufficient power to 
maintain long the conqueft it hath 
made. — It is only when united with 
the graces of the mind, that its vic- 
tory becomes complete ! — The Friend, 
— the Companion, — and the Miftrefs, 
— then join to bind faft the chaplet 
of Love, — and the empire of domef- 
tic happinefs, is founded not in paj- 
Jkuy but in the Heart ! — But our 
candles are almoft burnt out, and it 
is time, I think, to withdraw. — 

I did not apprehend. Madam, faid 
I (looking at my watch, and per- 
ceiving it was paft twelve) that we 
had trefpafled fo much on your hour 
— but my friend's Gods and Heroes 
have led us into the fcrape, — and, I 

fear, 
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Fear, will lead him into a greater one, 
Ihoilld he ever publifli his opinions to 
the world. — 

As they can never do the world 
any injury, returned Cleiimont, I 
am pcrfeftly indifferent about the 
matter. — Whatever oppofes a long 
cftabliftied cuftom, even though it 
aims to remove a fuppofed error,-— 
will be fure to have the general voice 
againft it; — but ingenuous minds, 
riinawed by precedent, — and fearlefs 
of innovation,— ^will always hear with 
candour — and have temper enough 
to think for themfelves. — Allegory 
hath placed Truth at the bottom of 
a Well, — on which account fhe is 
difficult of accefs; — and whenever 
flie deigns to ^vifit us, is a long while 
emerging. — 

We . have every reafon to believe 
VoL.lL O that 
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that Jpons were in fome fhape or 
other, ufcd as early as the days of 
Jacob — but it was near four thoufand 
years after/beforc we found out which 
was the right way to fix their bandksl. 



THE 
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THE F A it E W E L L. 

AS the cxercife and air which I 
. have enjoyed at this plaCe, have 
contributed to recruit my health, even 
beyond my utmoft expeftations, I be- 
gin now to turn my thoughts toward 
the Capital; — the family who have 
made my refidence here fo pleafurable, 
being' alfo foon to remove hence. — . 
Indeed, they only wait the arrival of 
Captain Sterling, who is daily ex- 
..pefled i and will in a few days after 
that event, return back to town— 
where I hope it will not be Ibng, be- 
fore I (hall be called on, to perform 
the office of uniting the amiable Ma- 
rianne, with her long-deftined huf- 
^band.--Buc there are ever many preli- 
O 2 minaries 




* lancing in my tttz 
fhould return to tow^ 
by water. — The greater 
rich in beautiful pro . 
novelty to me, who h^ 
ly travelled itj — and tr^ 
Thames, being perfe ^ 
me rather incline to 
which, never afFefting 
leaft ficknefs, is always- 
and healthful to me. 

— But then there is 
on this element, but 
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THE LONDON HOY. 

T HAVE been thefc three days ba- 
lancing in my niind, whether I 
fhould return to town by land, or 
by water. — The great road, however 
rich in beautiful profpefts, hath no 
novelty to me, who have fo frequent- 
ly travelled it; — and the courfe of the 
Thames, being perfeftly new, made 
me rather incline to truft the fea; 
which, never afFefting me with the 
leaft ficknefs, is always both pleafant,, 
and healthful to me. 

— But then there is no conveyance 
on this element, but the Hoys ! — 
And what does that fignify ? — there 
are always merry folks aboard ; — and 
I have feen them fo many times go 
€fF in fuch high fpirits, that I Ihall 

not 
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not diflike to make one among them, 
—A crowd affords variety, and is ne- 
ver unpleafant to me, if I have the 
liberty of fitting ftill in it. — 

So this matter was finally adjufted, 
and La Pierre fent off to give my 
faddle-horfes fafe condudt to town. 

Clermont would fee me aboard ; 
— half Margate thronged the Pier- 
Head, — and the deck of the Hov 
feemed already cavered with paffen- 
gers. — The morning was delicious,— 
and the fea wore a moft inviting ap- 
pearance;- — fo taking leave of my 
worthy friend, I ftepped into the veffcl, 
and feated myfelf at the ftern, on one 
fide of the flteerage. 

No fooner had we began to pufh 

off, when a good voyage was echoed 

from an hundred voices at once;— 

while,. Do not forget that parcel — 

Q 4. M^ 
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My love to Harry— ?V/7 Betty I 
Jhall Joon he in town — Remember me to 
John — Have you got jour bajket of cold 
meat ?^^Take care your bonnet does not 
blow off— Be Jure give Peggy that let^ 
ter; — and a thoufand fuch other me- 
mentos, were refoundjed from various 
quarters. — 

— A frefli gale immediately fpring- 
ing up, we perceived, every five mi- 
nutes, the coaft of Margate dimi- 
nifh to our fight; — and indeed we had 
our eyes, and attention, called ano- 
ther way,, by a fleet of more than 
forty West-Indiamen, who were all,, 
like ourfelves, making for the Port 
of London, but with an eagernefs,. 
far tranfccnding ours, from having 
traverfcd fuch a length of fea.to arrive, 
at it. 

—I begannowto have a little leifure, 

to 
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tofurvey the cargo we ourfelves had' 
on board. — It confifted of a few gen- 
tlemen, who,, like, myfelf, enjpyed a 
paffage by fea^ — fome. decent Ihop- 
keepers, and their wives, who had 
been wafhingoff the fummer duft of 
I^ONDON,— and the renaainder chiefly 
connpofed of the fervants of families,, 
that had left Margate, who were 
all extremely communicative, and ap- 
peared to have fpent their time in 
that happy idlcnefs, which fuch an 
excurfion from home ufually gives 
them. — Every creature at Margate 
was monftroujly polite, — every place 
about it immenjely pretty,— and the 
fmuggled tea moft extravagantly cheap. . 
— I might have picked up anecdotes 
and affeSlation to have lafted my life, 
but the wind kindly blew it half 
away^ before it could enter. my ears. — 

Being 
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Being by this time got into the* 
Mid-Channel, the rolling of the fhip 
gave a new turn to matters. — The 
effefts of the breeze, which had 
hitherto fo brifkened our courfe, be- 
gan now to be fenfibly felt by the 
greater part of the company ; — fome 
put on a very fcrious countenance, 
— fome turned pale, — others com- 
plained of a fwimming in their head, 
—others, that every thing moved 
under them, — and it was not long af- 
ter, before it became very apparent, 
that every thing alfo moved within. 
them ; — fo I fat very quietly, and ga- 
thered up the flaps of my coat, — 
for I hate to carry away the property 
of any one. 

— They will be all the better for 
it, thought I, when they get home,. 
— and tlie fea not much the worfe. — 

,^5 



[ ^^3 3 " 

As we failed by Reculver, I could 
not avoid turning a look of love to- 
ward The Sisters, while my heart 
in filence, once more blcffed the names 
of Frances and Isabella. 

There are writers who, (leering the 
fame courfe that I am, would tell 
you, that the coaft of Essex lay 
Ipread along to the right, — and that 
of Kent to the left ;■ — which would 
infer a fuppofition, that the Reader 
did not know where he was, — and 
fuch fuppofition muft refleft fome 
difcredit on an Author. — Now I have 
in this work already declared, that 
1 meant profeffedly to defcribe no- 
thing; fo fhall leave quite unnoticed^, 
the Bays, Creeks, Inlets of leffer Ri- 
vers, and Points of Land, which we 
paffed, — contenting myfelf with ob- 
fcrving, that our whole courfe, and 
a the 
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the fine weather that illuminated every 
objeft, piftured fuch a fuGceflion of 
beautiful fcenes, as might, have fur- 
niflied a variety of Sketches, to thofe 
who defcribe in diffirent colours to 
myfelf.r— 

— My aim is not to paint for the 
Eye^ — but for the Heart l-. — 

The afcending fuch a noble river 
as the Thames, cannot hut afford to 
a fpeculative mind, the higheft fatif- 
faftion, from the immenfe- traffick 
which is feen carried on by it, — and the 
amazing number of fhips, that are 
failing from the firft commercial city 
in the world, to convey its arts, and 
its manufadures to the. remote parts 
of the globes— while thofe of other 
nations are pouring in, to enrich us 
with the advantage of their varied la- 
bours, and furnilh us with thofe na- 
tural 
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turil produftions denied to our own 
climate. — One contenmplates in the 
profpeft, induftry proteAed, — inge- 
nuity rewarded, — the wants of life 
£upplied, — the defires of opulence 
indulged ! —Our enormous Metropo- 
lis receives the whole into her port, 
as the ftomach does its aliments,— 
which are inimediately taken up, 
and fecreted, by unnumbered dufts, 
and channels, and thence circulated 
through ten thoufand veins and ar- 
teries, — transfufing national ftrengch 
and wealth, even to the mod remote 
members.— 

After enjoying the beautiful wind- 
ing of the Hope, we made a fliort 
jftop at Gravesend, to put fome paf- 
fcngers afhore, and drop fome goods 
the maftcr had on board;— ^ by this 
circumftance, we lay a-long-fide of a 

Tranjport- 
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Tranfport-veffel, that was at anchor 
off that place, and was conveying 
upwards of fourfcore felons to Ame- 
RiCA^ — Two gendemen, who had ac- 
cidentally been niy companions in 
the Hoy, had the curiofity to ftep 
into the Tranfportj and declared to 
me at their return, that their huma- 
nity was moft fenfibly touched, at fee- 
ing fo many unfortunate wretches of 
all ages, from fixteen, to fixty, whofe 
hardened deportment too flrongly 
' teftified, that even the fenfe of fhame, • 
which often outlives the nobler vir- 
'-tues of the mind, in appearance, ex- 
-cited no fentiment in theirs* 

—Heaven prote6t the country, faid 
1, whither they are going to be tranf- 
planted! — for they are weeds that 
muft difgrace every foil ! — It is a me- 
lancholy refledtion, thatneccflity forces 

us 
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us every year to expel from tlie king- 
dom, fuch numbers of our fellow- 
creatures, with whom there is no 
living, but at the rifque of our peace, 
and fafety, — and againft whofe fraud 
and villainy, it requires more art td 
fence ourfelves, than againft the moft 
favage animals that ravage- the world. 
— However, as I am going to Lon- 
don, I rejoice to think that there are 
at leaft, fourjcore fewer rogues in 
it, than there were, when I canoe 
away. — 

So with this confolation, in pettaj 
we purfued cheerfully, the remainder 
of our voyage, — and in about eleve» 
hours from the time we left Mar- 
gate, were fafely landed at Wool 

QuAVt 
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THE FAMILY. PICTURE. 

"IT was quite dulk when I got alhore, 
and the evening being delightfully 
ferene, I was glad, after fo long a 
confinement, to ftretch nny legs, and 
determined to walk home to my lodg- 
ings at the weft end of the town. 

— It is a doubt, whether any Ca- 
pital in Europe equals London in 
populoufnefs, — but it is beyond a 
doubt, that none vie with it in con- 
venience and cleanlinefs. — I could 
wilh thofe, who may be inclined to 
difpute my aflertion, would ■ confider 
the wonderful fecurity in which near 
t.- million of people are crowded to- 
gether, — and the equally wonderful 
^manner in which this million are fup- 
.plied with every thing that neceflity 

demands. 



demands, OJ: extravagance can- call 
for. — The good order prefervcd in 
our ftreets by day, — the matchlefs 
utility and beauty af their illumina- 
tibn by night^r— and what is, perhap^^ 
the moft' eflential of all,r the afto- 
nifhing fupply of water which k 
poured into every- . private houft, 
however fmall, even to profufion I-r^ 
t-he fuperflux of which clears all the 
"drains and fewers, and affifts greatly 
in preferving good air,?— health, — and 
comfort !' — 

Paris may be fmelt five rrtiles be- 
fore you arrij^e at it — Madri.Dj ten 
-—and all the great cities of France, 
and Spain,, in proportion^: — As to 
thofe of Italy, .the atmofphere which 
fu/rounds then^j, is* fo impregnated 
with Garlicky that the nofe cannot 
eaflly analyze the other compounds 
Vol. II. P which 
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which are overpowered by it; — yet 
in fpite of all the advantages our 
metropolis may boaft, thofe who are 
juft arrived from the purer air of the 
country, will, every here and there^ 
at a fhort turning, or alley-end, catch 
many an unfavoury whifF, which they 
would always wifli to get to the wind- 
ward of. — 

— On theft occafions I have com- 
monly recourfe to my fnufF-box ; but 
its contents were unfortunately ex- 
haufted, by being liberally offered to 
fome of my companions in the Hoy,— 
fo it occurred to me, to call at my 
old fnufF-ftiop in Covent-Garden, 
and get it replenifhed j. conceiving I 
might, at the fame time, pick up a 
little intelligence, of what was ftirring 
in town. — 

The fhop was lighted up, as ufual,. 

and. 
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and two candles (landing on the coun- 
ter,— but the door being bolted, I 
knocked twice before I gained adrnif- 
Hon; when the matter conning fromt 
above ftairs, complimented me on my 
jreturn honie, and on the good looks I 
had brought back with me. — 

I thanked him for his, civility,-^ 
and my nofe being become very im- 
patient, I whipped my fnuff-box from 
my pocket, and borrowed a hafty pinchy 
from the jar he had taken down^ 

—I thought as he was filling my 
box,^ that his features had more than, 
their ufual glow of good-nature,. — 
and at the fame time hearing a fe- 
male voice above ftairs, accompanied 
by a guitar, — I fear, faid I, that I 
have called you down from fome con- 
¥ivial meeting — I hate to fufpend 
aay one's pleafure, even for a mo- 
P 2 menc — 
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ment—fo there is my money, and now^* 
run up again to your friends. — 

You by no means fufpend my 
pleafure, replied my tobacconift 5-^ 
nay, you will increafe it, by allowing 
me to tell you what hath occafioned 
it. — It is in truth, a fccne that might 
inter efi ycur Feelings. 

Two young men, who have for a. 
great length of time lived* with me 
under this roof, have endured the fe- 
vere mortification of feeing a worthy 
father, whoft talents and ingenuity 
mio-hr have entitled him to a bet- 
ter fate, by a feries of misfortunes, 
thrown into confinement; and by the 
rigour of an unrelenting creditor, de- 
tained there for the greater, part of 
twenty years. — Though their fituation 
in life, denied them the power of 
rcfcuing him from his adverfity,. y-ec. 

they. 



^they have comforted him conftantif 
*^ by their daily vifits, and fupported 
'both him and his fecond wife, by the 
labour of their hands j— ever pouring 
into his wounded bofom, the balm 
of filial affeftion, — An -aS: of grace 
hath at laft fet the diftreffed . parent 
at liberty, — and they have this even- 
ing been to fetch him home from the 
forlorn fcene of Captivity, which hath 
worn down his grey hairs, — We have 
made a little fypper on the occafion 
and had not long finifhed it, when 
you knocked at the doon — One of 
his daughters, whofe voice you now 
hear, is come to welcome bis return ^ 
and as all "the family have a mufical 
turn, Ihe has taken up a guitar to 
accompany herfelf. — Nothing can at 
this moment,, exceed the tranfport of 
the father, after experiencing for fo 
P. 3 many 
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many years, the feverity of ill-fortune, 
to find himfelf, at laft, houfed in fe- 
curity under his children's roof. — ■ 

— You paint the ftory, returned I, 
as one who-'ftrongly fyoipathized in 
the general joy.— You might well 
call it a fcene to intereft the Feel- 
vtgs J— on my foul, it hath played the 
deuce with mine,— infomuch, that I 
would almoft give one eye, to peep 
through a key -hole with the other, 
and obtain a glimpfe of thefe happy 
people, without intruding on their 
delicious moments, — 

Why that. Sir, continued the land- 
lord, I could gratify you in, — as there 
can be no breach either of hofpitality, 
or honour, in exhibiting the merits 
of one's friencjs, when their aftions 
may not only bear the view, but 
claim the applaufe of the world.— 

t The 



irhe little room where they are, hat 
a glals folding-door, with a curtain 
drawn only acrofs the lower half of 
;it, — if you will give yourfelfthe trou- 
?ble to ftep up with me, on the fecond 
Hairs, you may, iinperceived, look over 
it, and indulge your curiofity, 

—I would not have miffed the 

fight for all I (hall ever be worth on 

this fide the grave !~It fhewed me 

fo lovely a Family-Picture, as bid 

defiance to all the efforts, of art^ — 

.<ven the pencil of a Raphael,— -a 

Titian,— or a Guido, would have 

failed in the attempt — for it was 

drawn, and coloured, by a greater 

hand; — by thy inimitable hand, O 

Nature ! — who flialt cv^r, to the lafl: 

page I write, remain the objcft of my 

adoration !-^ 

— ^I wi (hed a thoufand timies, mj 
P 4 dear 



^ear Jenny, that thy benevolent 'heart 
could have enjoyed it with me ! — but 
I will give you fonne idea, how the 
canvafs was difpofed, and your fenfi- 
bility will paint the reft.-— 

Imagine the whole family grouped 
round the table on which they had 
fupped,-— in full view before me con- 
ceive tht portrait of the father ; whofe 
features wore the traces of age, and 
infirmity, poflibly fomewhat ftrength- 
ened by the forrows of life, but 
whofe countenance was at the fame 
time brightened by fo placid an eye, 
as indicated a mind fuperior to them 
all! — On either fide of him, fat his 
good fons, — and next -to them, his 
wife, the faithful partner of his af- 
fliftions.— Oppofite to her, appeared 
the vacant chair from whence I had 
^ abruptly fummoned my condiifbor, 

who 
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'who now ftood by me, -awhile the. 
'daughter .whofe voice I had heard 
fcom below, and the friendly miftrefe 
of the houfe, who had prepared them 
thrls little entertainment, filled up the 
remainder of this happy circle. 

The daughter was ftill finging to 
her guitar — they were foothing, 
plaintive notes ; — but my mind was 
too occupied to attend to founds — 
it was watching tlie charafters which 
compofed this fingular pifture, and 
marking attentively the expreflions 
of cordiality and love, which, dur- 
ing the fong, were {hot from eye to 
eye. — Often did the good old man 
Cj\G: looks of tranfport on each of his 
family, one after the other, — ..then 
fix his attention on his child, whofe 
\{oice was welcoming his return, — 
v^'hile, at intervals, his hands ^nd 
• ^ eyes 



I "8 1 

•eyes were uplifted, in filent gratitaac, 
to that Providknce who had, after 
trials fo fevere, at laft brought him 
home in peace.— 

— As foon as the long was ended, 
he beckoned his daughter to ap- 
proach him J — when, taking her by 
the arm, he gently pulled her down 
to his cheek, and hid his face in her 
neck. — The miftrefs of the houfe 
now pufhed nearer to him, a glafs of 
wine, which had been poured out, 
and had long ftood before him, un- 
regarded, on the table J — he pla- 
cidly drank it off; and furveying all 
around him, with a look of meafure- 
lefs contentment, ftretched out his 
hands ^ on his two fons, who were bc- 
fide him, which were inftantly prefled 
in theirs with the utmoft fervor;—* 
whikj in their features, were pic- 
tured 
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tared all thofe delicate emotions of ' 
the heart, which Nature has alone 
intruded to the hunian countenance 
to exprcfs, and which the efforts of 
language are far too feeble to con- 
vey. — 

— Believe me, my dear Jenny, 
there was not a dry eye in all the room; 
— nay, and I might add, on the ftairs 
neither— for I more than once, obfcrv- 
ed my honeft tobacconift pafs his han(J 
before his face.-— 

— There are tears o( pleafure as well 
as tears of diftrefs /—the latter are ex- 
cited by mr own fufferings, -^ the for- . 
mer are the involuntary tribute which 
Strtftbility pays to Virtue /— 

I lament, faid I, turning round to 
my companion, that this PICTURE 
you have fhewn me, which glows with 
fo many lovely tints that affeftion 



liath fpread over it, (hould be cbn* 
cealed in your little apartment, — it 
•ought to be exhibited to the Public; 
-*the view of it might ferve to con- 
'firm the Good, and fhame the Un- 
feeling! — Nor could I quit the fcenc 
I. had been contemplating, without 
breathing this benediftion over it : 

— Heaven profper you, children of 
Virtue! — nay, and it will profper 
you, — for you have given the world 
a noble example of filial piety ! — and 
if loft in its difiipations, it (hould 
averlook the unurged claims you 
have on it, — yet have you treafured 
up in your own bofoms, thofe enviable 
.feelings of confcious reftitude, which 
it never can take from you, — and 
which, without hearts like your?, it. 
hath not in its power to bcftow. ! — 
J walJ^ed home with fo light and- 

hcedlefe 



Kecdlefs a foot, by having my mind' 
totally occupied with all I had juft been 
fpeAator of, that. I ran againft half a 
dozen pofts, and at leaft treble as 
many paffengers:*. — 

I pity, from my foul^ the gloomy 
temperament of the Satyrift> whofe- 
delight is . to view, only the unfavour- - 

able 

* Jt having come to- my knowledge, thiat all 
' the parties, excepting one, from whom tliw 
Scene of Nature was sketched, are MU^ 
exifting— -Death having only wiped from the 
canvafsf the aged Father,— and as I have founds 
that many of my Readers have been interelled 
b-)^ this Family-pictuke ; I efleem it a tri-- 
bute due to. the charaders of the Sons, who (o 
much embellifh the Piece^ to fay they are the- 
children of the late Mr. Plenius, well known, 
in the mufical world,- and particularly for. his ^ 
invention. of. that complicated inftrumeat the.r 

L.YJHCHORJJV. 
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tbie fide of life. — The imperfedtions 
of humanity may never leave his 
fpieen deftitute of a fubjedti— yet I 
. am inclined to believe, for the honour 
of Providence and Nature, that 
there ever has been a proportionate 
degree of benevolence in the world.. 
— Thofe virtues that moft adom^ and 
endear fociety, are confined to a li- 
mited circle. — Could we fteal in on 
the privacies of domeftic life, I am 
confident we fhould fee many more 
aflions and charaflers to admire, and 
refpeft, than we are in general inclined 
to fuppofe.— 

When I arrived at my lodgings. La 
Pierre met me in the paflage with a 
countenance that, quicker than his 
tongue, told mc, all was well — and 
that my old horje had performed the 
journey — a merveilks. 

Mf 
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My trufty Valet had made the beffi 
arrangement he could of every thing 
in my apartment. —■ My Sea-Bifcuit, 
my Capillaire, and my SHppers>, 
which conftitute a part of l>is evening 
fervice, were all placed in order 5 — 
fo that I had nothing to do, but tcy 
fwallow a mouthful of refrefhment,, 
enquire of him the trivial occurren- 
ces of the road,, and retire to my- 
chamber. 

— 1 do not recoiled,: in all my life,, 
to have ever pafled a more delicious, 
nighti — for I flept till late the next, 
morning, without the fmalleft inter- 
ruption, — and arofe in the fined fpirits 
imaginable: — Nor will I ever be per- 
fuaded, to this moment, that it was. 
half fo much occafioned by the exer- 
cife^ and fatigue, of the preceding 

day,. 
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day, — as it was, by my having gbnc" 

to bed — IN PERFECT GOOD HUMOUR. 
WITH THB WORLD. 
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